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WELCOME
Welcome to Arborlawn United Methodist Church. We are so glad you are here! At 
Arborlawn we are committed to the work of making fully committed disciples of Jesus 
Christ who Meet God, Connect with People, and Live Missionally. 
There are WELCOME AND CONNECT KIOSKS and GREETERS throughout the 
building to help answer any questions you may have about our church and assist you 
in “Connecting with People” in this place we call, “Home.” If you would like to use a 
hearing device or wheelchair/walking aid, please see an USHER. 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
We always welcome children in worship. Please pick up a Color N Worship book 
and crayons for your child to use during the service. If your child gets restless or 
upset, please know that we have a PARENT’S LOUNGE located in the back of the 
Sanctuary. There are rocking chairs, toys, and books to use while you are there. And 
then, PLEASE come back to the service. We like it when children and families are 
here. During the 11:00 worship service each Sunday, children 2 and 3 years old are 
invited to WEE WORSHIP in Room 126. Children 4 years through Kindergarten are 
invited to KIDS JAM in Room 120. Children in first through fifth grade are invited to 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR in Room 143. Both Kids JAM and Children’s Choir take place at 
11:30 on most Sundays of the month. A NURSERY is also available during all worship 
services for infants through Pre-K.

WAYS TO GIVE TO ARBORLAWN UMC
arborlawnumc.org/give | Text “ARBORLAWN” to 73256 

5001 Briarhaven Rd 
Fort Worth, TX  76109 

817.731.0701 
arborlawnumc.org

Facebook.com/ArborlawnUMC  
Instagram: @arborlawnUnitedMethodist
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FIRST FRUIT  

Living and telling the story of what God is up to in our lives and 
in the world is not always a safe and risk-free task. As today’s 
scripture from Daniel reminds us, Daniel was thrown into the 
“Lion’s Den” simply for maintaining his custom of daily prayer. 
Put love into action this week and bear the fruit of Loving by 
living and telling God’s story in a way that is active and possibly 
even risk-taking. Note this is not an excuse to act foolishly 
or unwisely, but is rather an opportunity to consider doing 
something that makes a difference in the world—something 
that stands in opposition to the ways of the world. What risk 
are you going to take this week?

This Week @ Arborlawn
A weekly calendar of events at Arborlawn is available on Sundays at the 
information stations near each of the Welcome Kiosks. Pick up a brightly 
colored “This Week @ Arborlawn” to see what’s happening. 

Merry Makers May Potluck
The next Merry Makers potluck luncheon is Wednesday, May 22 at 12:30 
pm in Room 220 of the main building. Ridgmar Place will bring roasted 
chicken thighs for the main dish, so sides and desserts to accompany the 
meal are welcome. All senior adults are invited to this time of community 
and connection. Contact Roberta Bose (817-921-4405) for more information. 
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Wall of Envelopes
This is the final week for the Wall of  
Envelopes! So far, Arborlawn Students have 
raised $9,171 for their summer mission trip!We 
are so close to meeting our goal of $10,000! 
The Wall of Envelopes will be up for two more 
weeks. We hope you consider donating and 
helping Arborlawn Students serve the people of 
Oklahoma City! For more information about the 
Wall of Envelopes, contact Rachel Moraw  
(rachel@arborlawnumc.org).

UMCOR Mission Trip
Each year Arborlawn sponsors an adult mission trip to 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
Sager Brown depot in Baldwin, Louisiana. This year the 
trip will run from Sunday, September 22 until Friday, 
September 27. Volunteers work in the depot checking 
and preparing relief kits for disaster assistance as 
well as doing home repair, and work with other non-
profits in this impoverished community. There is great 
fellowship in working with other Arborlawn members 
as well as other Methodists from around the country. 
If you are interested in going, please contact Carol 
Proctor at cjprocto@yahoo.com or John Williams at 
jdwcbw@hotmail.com to get on the list.
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All-Church Luncheon
Sunday, June 2 | After the 11:00 and 11:11  
worship services | Family Life Center
We will have tacos, spend time in community 
and connection with one another, and as a  
special treat the Glen Lake Camp Camper will 
be with us with some fun games for our kids.



 Anthem   Craig Courtney   
      “Be Not Afraid”

Be not afraid for I have redeemed you. Be not afraid, I have called you by 
name. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. When you pass 
through the floods, they will not sweep o’er you. When you walk through 
the fire, you will not be consumed. You are mine, you are precious in my 
sight. My love for you is everlasting. My love for you shall have no end. When 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you. When you pass through the 
floods, they will not sweep o’er you. When you walk through the fire, you will 
not be consumed. You are mine, you are precious in my sight.

New Testament Lesson, Romans 8:26b-32 (CEB)  
We don’t know what we should pray, but the Spirit himself pleads our 
case with unexpressed groans. The one who searches hearts knows 
how the Spirit thinks, because he pleads for the saints, consistent 
with God’s will. We know that God works all things together for good 
for the ones who love God, for those who are called according to his 
purpose. We know this because God knew them in advance, and he
decided in advance that they would be conformed to the image of 
his Son. That way his Son would be the first of many brothers and 
sisters. Those who God decided in advance would be conformed 
to his Son, he also called. Those whom he called, he also made 
righteous. Those whom he made righteous, he also glorified. So 
what are we going to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 
against us? He didn’t spare his own Son but gave him up for us all. 
Won’t he also freely give us all things with him?

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  

 Sermon “But, one day . . . ” Chris Mesa

COMMISSION
* Hymn of Discipleship, No. 369 ASSURANCE 

“Blessed Assurance”

 Reception of New Members
We rejoice to recognize you as a member of Christ’s Holy Church 
and bid you welcome to Arborlawn United Methodist Church. With 
you, we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, 
our gifts, our service, and our witness.

DISCIPLES BEAR FRUIT
* Blessing and Sending

* Congregational Benediction 
I am the vine, you are the branches.
Abide in me and bear much fruit.
I am the vine, you are the branches.
Go forth in joy. Go forth in peace. Amen.

 Postlude   Michael Helman
“Fanfare”

* All who are able, please stand.
Congregational response in bold.

Chancel Flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory  
of George Henderson by Carol & Kent Henderson.

A Service of the Word
PREPARATION

 Greeting Chris Mesa
Before the service begins, take time to connect with those around you. 

As the prelude begins, prepare to meet God.

 Chiming the Hour

 Prelude (8:45)  David Lowe 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord”

* Prelude (11:00)  Bethel Music 
“Fall Afresh” 

Arborlawn Students Worship Band
 Choral Introit                                                                             Joseph Martin
      “A Festive Call to Praise” 

 Call to Worship   Ethan Gregory 
When we take that next step, when we move on to a new thing, 
when change is unavoidable:
We know that God works all things together for good.
When we find comfort in routine, when we have found our rhythm, 
when change is the last thing we desire:
We know that God works all things together for good.
When we look back at all that was, when we remember moments 
of significance, when we thank God for the story we have written:
We know that God works all things together for good.

 ADORATION
* Opening Hymn, No. 158 SPANISH HYMN

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”
* The Invocation Joy Dister-Dominguez

 Reflections  (11:00)                                                                       Jessica Puckett

 Organ Interlude

 Blessing of High School Graduating Seniors (11:00)

  INTERCESSION
  Petitions of the Church                                    Ethan Gregory

 Call to Prayer  Ken Medema
      “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”

 Morning Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

      DEDICATION
 Reflections (11:00) Ryan Fox

 The Morning Offering Verne Fuqua

 Responding with Our Gifts     

 Offertory (8:45)  Mark Hayes
“Blessed Assurance”

 Offertory (11:00)  Bethel Music
“Jesus We Love You” 

Arborlawn Students Worship Band

 Dedication of Tithes and Offerings               LASST UNS ERFRUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

     PROCLAMATION
Old Testament Lesson, Daniel 6:6-16a (CEB)
                                                 Judy Allen (8:45); Annie Rheuark (11:00)

So these officers and chief administrators ganged together and 
went to the king. They said to him, “Long live King Darius! All the 
officers of the kingdom, the ministers, the chief administrators, the 
royal associates, and the governors advise the king to issue an edict 
and enforce a law, that for thirty days anyone who says prayers to 
any god or human being except you, Your Majesty, will be thrown 
into a pit of lions. Now, Your Majesty, issue the law and sign the 
document so that it cannot be changed, as per the law of Media 
and Persia, which cannot be annulled.” Because of this, King Darius 
signed the document containing the law.  When Daniel learned 
that the document had been signed, he went to his house. Now his 
upper room had open windows that faced Jerusalem. Daniel knelt 
down, prayed, and praised his God three times that day, just like he 
always did.  Just then these men, all ganged together, came upon 
Daniel praying and seeking mercy from his God.  They then went 
and talked to the king about the law: “Your Majesty! Didn’t you sign 
a law, that for thirty days any person who prays to any god or human 
being besides you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into a pit of lions?” 
The king replied, “The decision is absolutely firm in accordance 
with the law of Media and Persia, which cannot be annulled.” So 
they said to the king, “One of the Judean exiles, Daniel, has ignored 
you, Your Majesty, as well as the law you signed. He says his prayers 
three times a day!”  When the king heard this report, he was very 
unhappy. He decided to rescue Daniel and did everything he could 
do to save Daniel before the sun went down. But these men, all 
ganged together, came and said to the king, “You must realize, Your 
Majesty, that the law of Media and Persia, including every law and 
edict the king has issued, cannot be changed.” So the king gave the 
order, and they brought Daniel and hurled him into the pit of lions.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  


