


Advent and Christmas at Arborlawn
December 2 

Nativity Pageant | 6:00 and 7:30 pm | Outside the SAM Building

December 3 
Traditional Worship | 8:45 and 11:00 am | Sanctuary  

Eleven11 Worship | 11:11 am | Worship Center 
Nativity Pageant | 6:00 and 7:30 pm | Outside the SAM Building

December 4 
Advent Noonday Recital: The Arborlawn Men’s Quartet | 12:00 pm | Sanctuary

December 5 
Concerts at Arborlawn: Texas Wesleyan Chorale | 7:00 pm | Sanctuary

December 9 
Arborlawn Children’s Academy: Breakfast with Santa | 9:00 am | Family Life Center 
Pastor’s Christmas Open House (Space Limited) | Home of Chris and Brenda Mesa

December 10 
The Festival of Advent | 8:45 and 11:00 am | Sanctuary 

Eleven11 Worship | 11:11 am | Worship Center 
Making Memories at the Manger (Children’s Ministry Activity) | 9:45 am | Children’s Area 

Student Ministries Christmas Party | 6:00 pm | SAM Building

December 11 
Advent Noonday Recital: The Talents of Arborlawn | 12:00 pm | Sanctuary

December 12 
Concerts at Arborlawn: Martin High School Choir and Orchestra | 7:00 pm | Sanctuary

December 15 
Concerts at Arborlawn: FW Academy of Fine Arts Christmas Concert | 7:00 pm | Sanctuary

December 16 
Concerts at Arborlawn: Voices of Fort Worth | 7:00 pm | Sanctuary

December 17 
Traditional Worship | 8:45 and 11:00 am | Sanctuary 

Cocoa and Carols | 11:11 am | Worship Center

December 18 
Advent Noonday Recital: Suzanne Zahniser, Pianist | 12:00 pm | Sanctuary

December 24 
Family Advent Worship | 10:00 am | Sanctuary 

Traditional Christmas Eve Worship | 5:00 and 7:00 pm | Sanctuary 
Eleven11 Christmas Eve Worship | 5:00 pm | Worship Center

December 31 
Worship | 10:00 am | Sanctuary

For more information about each of these opportunities, please visit  
arborlawnumc.org/events.



5001 Briarhaven Road 
Fort Worth, TX 76109 

817-731-0701 
arborlawnumc.org

Facebook: Arborlawn UMC
Instagram: @arborlawnunitedmethodist

This book belongs to: _____________________________________________

Please bring this book with you to worship each Sunday throughout the season of Advent.
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From the Pastor
Over three hundred years ago, the English playwright William Congreve famously wrote, 
“Music has charms to sooth a savage breast.” It’s the same today. Music has charms to move us, 
to elate us, to touch our very soul. As a person who makes a living with words, I have often been 
amused by the thought that no matter how eloquently I preach, people are more often moved 
to tears by a corny song they hear on the radio than by my impassioned pleas. It’s not that my 
preaching is weak; it’s simply that music is strong. Music has power that the spoken word never 
will.

Preachers have known this for a long time. Martin Luther considered music—aside from the Word 
of God—to be the greatest treasure in the world. In 1538, Luther wrote a foreword to a musical 
collection in which he stated, 

“I truly desire that all Christians would love and regard as worthy the lovely gift of 
music, which is a precious, worthy, and costly treasure given humankind by God. …It 
controls our thoughts, minds, hearts, and spirits.” 

Luther understood the power of music.

There are, of course, many different kinds of music and just as many varied musical tastes. Some 
like classical. Some like pop. Here at Arborlawn United Methodist Church, we even enjoy a little 
Sacred Harp or jazz music every fifth Sunday or so. But one category of music seems especially 
able to move us: Christmas music.

You know Christmas is coming when you hear the music. You hear the secular songs, like, “Frosty 
the Snowman” and “Jingle Bells;” you hear the sacred songs, like, “The First Noël” and “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem.” And good Christmas music, secular or sacred, has the power to instantly 
transport us to a Christmas frame of mind. We find ourselves remembering Christmases past and 
wondering about Christmases present. For so many of us, Christmas Spirit begins with a song.

In a letter to his composer friend Ludwig Senfl, Martin Luther wrote: “Music is a gift and grace of 
God, not an invention of human beings. Thus it drives out the devil and makes people cheerful.” 
My wish for you this Advent season is a healthy dose of Christmas cheer. I therefore invite you to 
listen to the music.

The music ministries of Arborlawn United Methodist Church will be in full display this Advent 
season. We’ll kick off a season of music with a special Advent Noon Day Recital on Monday, 
December 4. Sunday, December 10 begins an amazing week of musical experiences, beginning 
with The Festival of Advent, which will feature Chancel Choir, Handbell Choirs, and Children’s 
Choir, in addition to organ and orchestra. After a week filled with concerts from different local 
groups, we’ll finish the week on Sunday, December 17 with our Cocoa and Carols worship at 
11:11 in the Worship Center. And throughout Advent, I’ll lend a hand by preaching about music, 
sharing with you the message of the angels, found in four wonderful songs. We’ll use music to 
“drive out the devil” of Christmas grinchiness and fill you with holiday cheer.

The human heart is uniquely susceptible to the truth and power of music, especially at 
Christmas. Talking about the power of music to bring about cheer, Luther continued to his friend 
Senfl: “All those with whom this is not the case I regard as blockheads...” Surely Luther would 
never think that about us.

Wishing you all the blessings of the Season, 
 

 
Chris



Traditional Worship

Welcome to Worship
We are so glad you are here! There are Welcome and Connect Kiosks and Greeters 
throughout the building to help answer any questions you may have about our church and 
assist you in “Connecting with People” in this place we call, “Home.” If you would like to use a 
hearing device or wheelchair/walking aid, please see an Usher. 

Children and Families
We always welcome children in worship. Please pick up a Children’s Advent Book and crayons 
for your child to use during the service. If your child gets restless or upset, please know that 
we have a Parent’s Lounge located in the back of the Sanctuary. There are rocking chairs, 
toys, and books to use while you are there. And then, PLEASE come back to the service. We 
like it when children and families are here. During the 11:00 am worship service each Sunday, 
children 2 and 3 years old are invited to Wee Worship in Room 126. Children 4 years through 
Kindergarten are invited to Kids JAM in Room 120. A nursery is also available during all 
worship services for infants through Pre-K.

Each Sunday in the 11:00 am service, one of our children’s Sunday School classes will 
be lighting the Advent Candle with their Sunday School teachers. Along with children’s 
participation in our worship, we are looking forward to these opportunities for children and 
families to celebrate throughout this Advent season. We hope you will join us!

December 2 and 3 
Nativity Pageant | 6:00 and 7:30 pm |  Outside the SAM Building

December 9 
Arborlawn Children’s Academy: Breakfast with Santa | 9:00 am | Family Life Center

December 10 
The Festival of Advent | 8:45 and 11:00 am | Sanctuary 

Making Memories at the Manger | 9:45 am | Children’s Area 
Student Ministries Christmas Party | 6:00 pm | SAM Building

December 17 
Cocoa and Carols | 11:11 am | Worship Center

December 24 
Family Advent Worship | 10:00 am | Sanctuary

For more information about these opportunities, please visit arborlawnumc.org/events.

Ways to Give to Arborlawn UMC
arborlawnumc.org/give | Text “ARBORLAWN” to 73256 
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A Service of Word and Table 
Sunday, December 3, 2017 

8:45 and 11:00 am

*The text in italics is intended to help guide you through this service of worship. If you have further questions about  
worship, please contact one of the pastors or music staff; contact information can be found at arborlawnumc.org.

Before worship begins, take time to connect with those around you.

PREPARATION
As worship begins, it is our deepest prayer that you feel welcome in this place we call, “Home.” Once the Greeting is 

finished, allow the chimes, Prelude, and Choral Introit to settle your mind and your heart. Take this time to sit in prayer 
or meditation and allow the Holy Spirit to prepare you for this hour of singing, praying, preaching, and listening  

to our God who is already here, and yet whose birth we will celebrate at the end of these coming weeks.

 Greeting           Chris Mesa

 Chiming the Hour 

 Prelude                Kevin Bryant  
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Carillon Handbell Choir 

 Choral Introit        Hal Hopson  
“On This Day Earth Shall Ring”

 Ideo Gloria in excelsis Deo!  For that reason, Glory be to God on High!

 Call to Worship                 Ethan Gregory

There are almost no words to say about Advent, because they have already been sung.
The songs of this season remain our favorites throughout the year.
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel:
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

ADORATION
God has called each of us to worship this day, and because of this we cannot help but stand and sing in praise and 

thanksgiving. In these moments, lift your voices to God. The hymn number is provided and can be found in The 
United Methodist Hymnal in the pew rack in front of you. After the Opening Carol we will light a candle each week 
to celebrate this season of hope, as we near closer to the birth of Christ Jesus and the arrival of God’s kingdom at 

Christmas. Once the candle is lit, the Organ Interlude will help us ready ourselves for a word from scripture.

* Processional Carol, No. 211            VENI EMMANUEL
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5, & 7

 Lighting the Advent Candle              Joy Dister-Dominguez

In Advent we both wait and we sing—we wait for the one who will bring hope and sing because our hope 
is here—we wait for justice and sing because justice has already been done—we wait for peace and sing 
because peace has already broken into the world.
We light a candle this day as a sign of the one whom we await—a sign of the one of whom we sing. The 
light will get brighter. Our singing will get louder. We will rejoice when it is Christ we see.

This morning the Advent Candle is lit by the Mar family (8:45)  
and the Kindergarten and First Grade Sunday School Class, Roy and Laurie Topham, teachers (11:00).

 Organ Interlude
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 Old Testament Lesson, Isaiah 9:2-7                                                   Madilynn Mar (8:45); Gabby Comer (11:00)

The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will 
shine. You will enlarge the nation of Israel, and its people will rejoice. They will rejoice before you as people rejoice 
at the harvest and like warriors dividing the plunder. For you will break the yoke of their slavery and lift the heavy 
burden from their shoulders. You will break the oppressor’s rod, just as you did when you destroyed the army of 
Midian. The boots of the warrior and the uniforms bloodstained by war will all be burned. They will be fuel for the 
fire. For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His government and its peace will never 
end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate 
commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

INTERCESSION
Prayer is not something we do alone. In these moments, the prayers, or “Petitions of the Church” are read by one of the 
ministers, followed by the choral “Call to Prayer.” During the music, you are invited to lift other prayers of joy or concern 

that you may have to God. Once the singing is over, allow the Morning Prayer led by the minister to become your 
prayer that each of us might find hope and comfort through this communal time of intercession.

 Petitions of the Church     Ethan Gregory

 Call to Prayer          F. Richard Garland
“A Star Shone Bright”

 The Morning Prayer

PROCLAMATION
We have praised our God and prayed together. In these moments of worship, through scripture and preaching,  

listen for what God is saying to you and to us this day. As with each aspect of our worship, we think this time  
matters. And so, you may wish to take notes somewhere in this worship guide, in your Bible or journal,  

or even on your phone. There are pens in the pew rack in front of you, if you need one.

 Old Testament Lesson, Isaiah 22:15-22 

The Master, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, spoke: “Come. Go to this steward, Shebna, who is in charge of all the king’s 
affairs, and tell him: What’s going on here? You’re an outsider here and yet you act like you own the place, make 
a big, fancy tomb for yourself where everyone can see it, making sure everyone will think you’re important. GOD 
is about to sack you, to throw you to the dogs. He’ll grab you by the hair, swing you round and round dizzyingly, 
and then let you go, sailing through the air like a ball, until you’re out of sight. Where you’ll land, nobody knows. 
And there you’ll die, and all the stuff you’ve collected heaped on your grave. You’ve disgraced your master’s house! 
You’re fired—and good riddance! “On that Day I’ll replace Shebna. I will call my servant Eliakim son of Hilkiah. I’ll 
dress him in your robe. I’ll put your belt on him. I’ll give him your authority. He’ll be a father-leader to Jerusalem 
and the government of Judah. I’ll give him the key of the Davidic heritage. He’ll have the run of the place—open 
any door and keep it open, lock any door and keep it locked.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Sermon            Chris Mesa

RESPONSE
Having heard the word of God in worship this day, we cannot help but respond. On this Sunday we respond in 

multiple ways. First, we will give of our tithes and offerings. One of the ministers will pray over these gifts that they 
might be used for the work of love in our community and in the world, and then we will sing as a sign of our thanks for 

these gifts. Secondly, as we do each first Sunday of the month, we will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Each and every one of us is invited to God’s table, as these simple gifts of bread and wine remind us of God’s unending 

love for us. More instruction about communion will be provided by the ministers as The Great Thanksgiving begins.

 The Morning Offering        Verne Fuqua

 Responding with Our Gifts     
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 Offertory                                Mark Lowry
“Mary Did You Know” 

Arborlawn Men’s Quartet

  Dedication of Tithes and Offerings                     GLORIA
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Please stand as the ushers pass your row. 
This presentation of gifts represents the giving of ourselves to God.

 The Great Thanksgiving                        Ethan Gregory & 
God be with you.                Joy Dister-Dominguez
But, God has only begun to come this way.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up in expectation.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks while we wait.
It is right and a good and hopeful thing to give thanks to you, Immanuel—God with us. You were in the 
beginning, and yet the universe waited to become. You were with your people in Egypt, and yet they waited 
to be delivered. You were with Israel in exile, and yet they waited for the one who would fulfill David’s line.
And so, with all who are assured of your presence, and yet with all who wait, we join with the company of 
heaven in the unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your son, Jesus Christ. He waited until the time was right to begin his ministry 
among us, and yet was with you in the beginning. John the Baptist waited for you in the wilderness, and 
yet continued to prepare the way. Disciples waited without knowing, and yet followed immediately when 
you called their name.
And so, in remembrance of those who still wait, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving for the one 
who is here and coming, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us 
the body and blood of Christ that we may be for the world the body of Christ redeemed by his blood.
Though we wait, we know our God is already here. 
Though we wait, we know God’s kingdom is already coming into the world. 
Though we wait, we know we have work to do.
And so, while we wait, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world 
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at the heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours 
Emmanuel—God with us. Amen.

 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

 Breaking the Bread
Our Communion servers today are a part of our Children’s and Student Ministries.

 Anthem During Communion         John Rutter 
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending he. Of the things that are, 
that have been, and that future years shall see, evermore and evermore. O that birth forever blessed when the Virgin, full of grace, by 
the Holy Ghost conceiving bare the Saviour of our race. And the Babe, the world’s redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, evermore and 
evermore. This is he whom seers and sages sang of old with one accord, whom the writings of the prophets promised in their faithful 
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word; now he shines, the long expected. Let creation praise its Lord, evermore and evermore. O ye heights of heaven, adore him; angel 
hosts, his praises sing; powers, dominions, bow before him, and extol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be silent, ev’ry voice in 
concert sing, evermore and evermore.

COMMISSION
We have praised and sung to God. We have prayed. We have read scripture and heard preaching. We have  

responded both with our gifts and with our thanksgiving. Now it is time to be sent forth into the world to engage  
in our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. As we sing our final carol  
together, you may wish to respond to God in an even deeper way: through professing your faith or by joining us  

as a member of this place we call, “Home.” If God is calling you to this kind of response, please come forward  
to the front of the Sanctuary, where the ministers can assist you in these final moments of worship.

* Carol, No. 196                 HYFRYDOL
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

 Reception of New Members
We rejoice to recognize you as a member of Christ’s Holy Church and bid you welcome to Arborlawn 
United Methodist Church. With you, we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, and our witness.

* Blessing and Sending

* Congregational Benediction             IN DULCI JUBILO
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news! Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven’s door, and ye are blessed forevermore. 
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this!

 Postlude                                                                     Kristina Langlois  
“People, Look East”

*All who are able, please stand.  
Congregational response in bold.

The flowers on the table this morning are given to the glory of God in honor of  
Daniel and Melissa Weatherford’s 25th Wedding Anniversary.

NEXT STEP OF DISCIPLESHIP
Christmas carols, whether we like it or not, become the soundtrack for our lives in December. They seep into all of 
your life experiences. Shopping, driving, eating. When you hear those carols start popping up everywhere, you know 
Christmas is just around the corner. As Christians, this is a season of anticipation and preparation as we get ready to 
welcome Emmanuel, God With Us, into our lives. Just like those carols, but less annoying, God wants to seep into every 
area of your life. We need to prepare some room. Take the next step of discipleship this week and let God into an area 
of your life you usually don’t think to include God. Pick an activity. Cooking, Cleaning, Emailing, Driving? Every time you 
participate in that activity pray before you begin. Ask God to be present with you while you do it. This way we can begin 
to let God have control of every area of our life.

8



A Service of Word and Music: The Festival of Advent 
Sunday, December 10, 2017 

8:45 and 11:00 am

*The text in italics is intended to help guide you through this service of worship. If you have further questions about  
worship, please contact one of the pastors or music staff; contact information can be found at arborlawnumc.org.

Before worship begins, take time to connect with those around you.

PREPARATION
As worship begins, it is our deepest prayer that you feel welcome in this place we call, “Home.” Once the Greeting is 

finished, allow the chimes, Prelude, and Choral Introit to settle your mind and your heart. Take this time to sit in prayer 
or meditation and allow the Holy Spirit to prepare you for this hour of singing, praying, preaching, and listening  

to our God who is already here, and yet whose birth we will celebrate at the end of these coming weeks.

Greeting           Chris Mesa

 Choral Introit      Mack Wilberg  
“Come, O Come”

Come, O come the angels are singing! Sing with us their song in the sky! They say a child is born in a manger! We are happy, do you 
know why? O come, O come, with shepherds we’re running over rocks, we sing as we fly! The sun is coming over the mountain – night 
is over, do you know why? O come, O come, and tell all the people – shout and sing and merrily cry: It’s Christmas Day for all of God’s 
children! To the stable, to the manger, we must hurry, can you imagine why? O come, O come, the baby is stirring, smiling, blinking 
looking so high! See lambs and sheep are lifting their heads up – They are singing and we know why! O come, O come all ye who are 
faithful! Sing with us and never deny: This baby small is Jesus our Savior. Come adore Him, love and know Him, follow Him and always 
remember why! O come, O come for we are Thy children! Come, we call Thee, Shepherd and King. We know Thy voice, ‘tis Thee we are 
seeking! Here we are, in praises to Thee we sing! O come with palms and hosannas! Come with healing love in Thy wings! Come sun, 
moon, stars come all sing together! Come in wonder, Come in glory, Come this Christmas, “Come, oh come,” we sing!

 Call to Worship               Joy Dister-Dominguez

There are almost no words to say about Advent, because they have already been sung.
The songs of this season remain our favorites throughout the year.
God rest ye merry people let nothing you dismay:
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day,
To save us all from Satan’s power 
When we were gone astray.
Oh tidings of comfort and joy!
Oh tidings of comfort and joy!

ADORATION
God has called each of us to worship this day, and because of this we cannot help but stand and sing in praise  

and thanksgiving. In these moments, lift your voices to God. The hymn number is provided and can be  
found in The United Methodist Hymnal in the pew rack in front of you. After the Opening Carol  

we will light a candle each week to celebrate this season of hope, as we near closer  
to the birth of Christ Jesus and the arrival of God’s kingdom at Christmas.

* Opening Carol, No. 240              MENDELSSOHN
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

 Lighting the Advent Candle               Ethan Gregory

In Advent we both wait, and we sing—we wait for the God who is coming into the world and sing because 
God is with us—we wait for the one who will save us and sing because we are saved and being saved—we 
wait for the one who will lead us and sing because we have already begun to follow.
We light a candle this day as a sign of the one whom we await—a sign of the one of whom we sing. The 
light will get brighter. Our singing will get louder. We will rejoice when it is Christ we see.

This morning the Advent Candle is lit by the Heick Family (8:45)  
and the Second and Third Grade Sunday School Class, Steve and Susan Pike, teachers (11:00).
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 Choral Response         Randol Bass
“Gloria”

Gloria in excelsis Deo.      Glory be to God on high. 
Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.   And in earth peace towards men of good will. 
Laudamus te. Benedicimus te.    We praise thee. We bless thee. 
Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.     We worship thee. We glorify thee. 
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam.  We give thanks to thee for they great glory. 
Domine Deus, Re coelestis.     O Lord God, heavenly King. 
Deus Pater omnipotens.     God the Father almighty. 
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe.    O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesus Christ. 
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Jesu, Filius Patris.  O Lord God, Lamb of God, Jesus, Son of the Father. 
Domine Deus, Agnus, Dei, Christe Filius Patris.   O Lord God, Lamb of God, Christ, Son of the Father 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.   Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Qui tollis peccata mundi,     Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
Suscipe deprecationem nostram.    Receive our prayer.  
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis, Jesu. Thou that sittest at the right of the Father, have mercy upon us. 
Quoniam tu, solus sanctus.    For thou only art Holy. 
Tu solus Dominus.      Thou only art the Lord. 
Tu solus altissimus.      Thou only art the Most High. 
Jesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu, in Gloria Dei, Patris.  Jesus Christ, with the Holy Ghost, are Most High in the glory of   
          God the Father. 
Amen.        Amen.

INTERCESSION
Prayer is not something we do alone. In these moments, the prayers, or “Petitions of the Church” are read by one  

of the ministers. Silently, you are invited to lift other prayers of joy or concern that you may have to God.  
Allow the Morning Prayer led by the minister to become your prayer that each of us might find  

hope and comfort through this communal time of intercession.

 Petitions of the Church              Joy Dister-Dominguez

 The Morning Prayer

 Anthem         Bryan Greer 
“Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”

‘Twas in the moon of wintertime when all the birds had fled, that God the Lord of all the earth sent angel choirs instead; before their 
light the stars grew dim, and wond’ring hunters heard the hymn: Jesus your King is born! Jesus is born! Within a lodge of broken bark 
the tender babe was found; a ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapped his beauty round; but as the hunter braves drew nigh, the angel 
song rang loud and high: Jesus, your King is born! O children of the forest free, the angel song is true, the holy child of earth and heav’n 
is born today for you. Come, kneel before the radiant boy, who brings you beauty, peace, and joy. Jesus your King is born! Jesus is born!

RESPONSE
Having already met God in worship this day, we cannot help but respond. In these moments we will give of our tithes 

and offerings. One of the ministers will pray over these gifts that they might be used for the work of love  
in our community and in the world, and then we will sing as a sign of our thanks for these gifts.  

 The Morning Offering        Verne Fuqua

 Responding with Our Gifts     

 Offertory                Ryan Murphy
“Dance and Sing”

Dance and sing this happy day, Christ is born the Son of Mary; Dance and sing all care away, Sound the pipes, let the trumpets play! 
Born today of David’s line, to the earth our Saviour cometh, Shepherds see the angel’s sign, Born today is the child divine! Star-lit is his 
humble crib, ox and lamb beside him sleeping, See his throne a bed of hay. Dance and sing this happy day, Christ is born the son of 
Mary; Dance and sing this happy day, Sound the pipes, let the trumpets play! On this day!

* Congregational Response, No. 238               GLORIA
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
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PROCLAMATION
We have praised our God and prayed together. In these moments of worship, through scripture and preaching,  

listen for what God is saying to you and to us this day. As with each aspect of our worship, we think this time  
matters. And so, you may wish to take notes somewhere in this worship guide, in your Bible or journal,  

or even on your phone. There are pens in the pew rack in front of you, if you need one.

 Anthem      Mack Wilberg 
“Ding! Dong! Merrily on High”

Ding! Dong! Merrily on high in heav’n the bells are ringing! Ding! Dong! Verily the sky is riv’n with angels singing! Gloria! Hosanna in 
excelsis! E’en so here below, let steeple bells be swungen, and “I-o, i-o, i-o” by priest and people sungen! Pray you, dutifully prime your 
matin chime, ye ringers! May you beautifully rime your evetime song, ye singers! Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis!

 Old Testament Lesson, Deuteronomy 11:13-16               Anna Schumacher (8:45); Grace Niedecken (11:00)

Now, if you completely obey God’s commandments that I am giving you right now, by loving the LORD your God 
and by serving him with all your heart and all your being, then he will provide rain for your land at the right time—
early rain and late rain—so you can stock up your grain, wine, and oil. He will also make your fields lush for your 
livestock, and you will eat and be satisfied. But watch yourselves! Otherwise, your heart might be led astray so you 
stray away, serving other gods and worshipping them.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Anthem           Mark Riese 
“God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay. Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day. Tidings of comfort and 
joy. To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray. Oh tidings of comfort and joy! Now to the Lord sing praises, all you 
within this place. And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace. This holy tide of Christmas is drawing on a-pace. Oh 
tidings of comfort and joy!

 Sermon            Chris Mesa

COMMISSION
We have praised and sung to God. We have prayed. We have read scripture and heard preaching. We have  

responded both with our gifts and with our thanksgiving. Now it is time to be sent forth into the world to engage  
in our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. As we sing our final carol  
together, you may wish to respond to God in an even deeper way: through professing your faith or by joining us  

as a member of this place we call, “Home.” If God is calling you to this kind of response, please come forward  
to the front of the Sanctuary, where the ministers can assist you in these final moments of worship.

* Carol, No. 220                      Regent Square
“Angels from the Realms of Glory”

 Reception of New Members
We rejoice to recognize you as a member of Christ’s Holy Church and bid you welcome to Arborlawn 
United Methodist Church. With you, we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, and our witness.

* Blessing and Sending

* Choral Benediction               Barlow Bradford
“Carol of the Bells”

Hark! how the bells, sweet silver bells, all seem to say throw cares away. Christmas is here, bringing good cheer to young and old, meek 
and the bold. Ding, dong, ding, dong, that is their song, with joyful ring all caroling. One seems to hear words of good cheer from 
ev’rywhere, filling the air. O, how they pound, raising the sound, o’er hill and dale telling their tale. Gayly they ring while people sing 
songs of good cheer, Christmas is here! Merry Christmas! On, on they send, on without end, their joyful tone to ev’ry home. Ringing, 
bringing Christmas joy!

 Postlude                                                                       Marc Cheban  
“Joy to the World”

*All who are able, please stand.  
Congregational response in bold.
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NEXT STEP OF DISCIPLESHIP
The great Festival of Advent has changed us. It’s hard to listen to powerful music and not be changed. We gather in 
our magnificent sanctuary, listen to the music, and we’re moved by the artistry, the majesty of the moment. But the 
thing that separates sacred music—worship music—from every other kind of music is that worship music invites us to 
participate. Rather than just listen and be awed, worship music draws us in and then almost immediately sends us 
out. Today’s opening carol, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” uses a wonderful tune written by Felix Mendelssohn, but is 
powered by the words, written by the great Methodist hymn writer Charles Wesley. Wesley writes: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem”

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

We’re not just supposed to listen to the song passively; we’re supposed to proclaim something. Wesley is specific: 
proclaim that “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” It’s still early in the season, and you no doubt have many parties yet to 
attend, gifts yet to buy, and perhaps even decorations yet to put up somewhere. But don’t forget you have some 
proclaiming to do. You see, there’s a mysterious fourth verse to the song. It’s the verse you’ll sing, the proclamation you’ll 
make about Christ as you attend those parties and wrap those gifts and decorate your homes. Just about everyone 
makes a statement about Christmas at the holidays. But people of faith proclaim something about Christ. Find a way to 
make your life sing this week.
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A Service of the Word 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 

8:45 and 11:00 am
*The text in italics is intended to help guide you through this service of worship. If you have further questions about  

worship, please contact one of the pastors or music staff; contact info can be found at arborlawnumc.org.

Before worship begins, take time to connect with those around you.

PREPARATION
As worship begins, it is our deepest prayer that you feel welcome in this place we call, “Home.” Once the Greeting is 

finished, allow the chimes, Prelude, and Choral Introit to settle your mind and your heart. Take this time to sit in prayer 
or meditation and allow the Holy Spirit to prepare you for this hour of singing, praying, preaching, and listening  

to our God who is already here, and yet whose birth we will celebrate at the end of this season.

 Greeting           Chris Mesa

 Chiming the Hour 

 Prelude          Cynthia Dobrinski  
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 

Chancel Handbell Choir

 Choral Introit     Michael Plantz  
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

 Call to Worship                 Ethan Gregory

There are almost no words to say about Advent, because they have already been sung.
The songs of this season remain our favorites throughout the year.
I heard the bells on Christmas Day: Their old, familiar carols play,
Of peace on earth, good-will to all!
And mild and sweet their songs repeat 
Of peace on earth, good-will to all!

ADORATION
God has called each of us to worship this day, and because of this we cannot help but stand and sing in praise  
and thanksgiving. In these moments, lift your voices to God. The hymn number is provided and can be found in  

The United Methodist Hymnal in the pew rack in front of you. After the Opening Carol we will light a candle each week 
to celebrate this season of hope, as we near closer to the birth of Christ Jesus and the arrival of God’s kingdom  

at Christmas. Once the candle is lit, the Organ Interlude will help us ready ourselves for prayer.

* Processional Carol, No. 234            ADESTE FIDELES
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Stanzas 1, 2, 3, & 6

 Lighting the Advent Candle                 Verne Fuqua

In Advent we both wait, and we sing—we wait for the world to get better and sing because God’s kingdom 
is coming more near each day—we wait for despair and destruction to end and sing because God has 
never stopped creating—we wait for hate to cease and sing because love will always have the final word to 
say.
We light a candle this day as a sign of the one whom we await—a sign of the one of whom we sing. The 
light will get brighter. Our singing will get louder. We will rejoice when it is Christ we see.

This morning the Advent Candle is lit by the Pre-K Sunday School Class, Paula Medford, teacher (8:45)  
and the Fourth and Fifth Grade Sunday School Class, Cathy Lin and Tammy Pfrang, teachers (11:00).

 Organ Interlude
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INTERCESSION
Prayer is not something we do alone. In these moments, the prayers, or “Petitions of the Church” are read by one  
of the ministers, followed by the choral “Call to Prayer.” During the music, you are invited to lift other prayers of joy  

or concern that you may have to God. Once the singing is over, allow the Morning Prayer led by the minister,  
the Lord’s Prayer, which we recite together, and the carol, which we will sing, to become your prayer  

that each of us might find hope and comfort through this communal time of intercession.

 Petitions of the Church     Ethan Gregory

 Call to Prayer          F. Richard Garland
“A Star Shone Bright”

 The Morning Prayer

 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

* Carol                          WALTHAM
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”

I heard the bells on Christmas Day their old familar carols play,  
And wild and sweet the words repeat of peace on earth, good will to men.

I thought how, as the day had come, the belfries of all Christendom 
Had rolled along th’unbroken song of peace on earth, good will to men.

And in despair I bowed my head: “There is no peace on earth,” I said, 
“For hate is strong, and mocks the song of peace on earth, good will to men.”

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, with peace on earth, good will to men.”

Till, ringing, singing on its way, the world revolved from night to day 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime, of peace on earth, good will to men.

RESPONSE
When we meet God in worship, we cannot help but respond. On this Sunday we will respond through giving  

our tithes and our offerings. One of the ministers will pray over these gifts that they might be used for the work  
of love in our community and in the world, and then we will sing as a sign of our thanks for these gifts.

 The Morning Offering               Joy Dister-Dominguez

 Responding with Our Gifts     

 Offertory Anthem               Mack Wilberg
“The First Nowell”

The first Nowell the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay. In fields where they lay keeping their sheep on 
a cold winter’s night that was so deep. Nowell. Born is the King of Israel. They looked up and saw a star shining in the East beyond 
them far, and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our 
heavenly Lord that hath made heav’n and earth of nought, and with his blood mankind hath brought. Nowell. Born is the King of Israel.

 Dedication of Tithes and Offerings                     GLORIA

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

Please stand as the ushers pass your row. 
This presentation of gifts represents the giving of ourselves to God.
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PROCLAMATION
We have praised our God and prayed together. In these moments of worship, through scripture and preaching,  
listen for what God is saying to you and to us this day. The two scripture readings are separated by an Anthem;  

in these words, sung by the choir, the preaching has already begun. As with each aspect of our worship, we  
think this time matters. And so, you may wish to take notes somewhere in this worship guide, in your Bible  

or journal, or even on your phone. There are pens in the pew rack in front of you, if you need one.

 Gospel Lesson, John 14:18-27                                                            Maynard Johnson (8:45) Raney Smith (11:00)

“I won’t leave you as orphans. I will come to you. Soon the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. 
Because I live, you will live too. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, you are in me, and I am in you. 
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them loves me. Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and 
I will love them and reveal myself to them.” Judas (not Judas Iscariot) asked, “Lord, why are you about to reveal 
yourself to us and not to the world?” Jesus answered, “Whoever loves me will keep my word. My Father will love 
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever doesn’t love me doesn’t keep my 
words. The word that you hear isn’t mine. It is the word of the Father who sent me. “I have spoken these things to 
you while I am with you. The Companion, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything and will remind you of everything I told you. “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you. I give to you 
not as the world gives. Don’t be troubled or afraid.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Anthem           Morten Lauridsen 
“O Magnum Mysterium” 
Young Adult Ensemble

 O magnum mysterium,    O great mystery, 
 et admirabile sacramentum    and wondrous sacrament, 
 ut animalia viderent Dominum   that animals should see the new- 
 natum, jacentum in praesepio!   Born Lord, lying in their manger! 
 Beata Virgo, cujus viscera    Blessed is the Virgin whose womb 
 meruerunt portare    was worthy to bear the 
 Dominum Christum. Alleluia!    Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!

 Psalter, Psalm 121 

I raise my eyes toward the mountains. Where will my help come from? My help comes from the LORD, the maker 
of heaven and earth. God won’t let your foot slip. Your protector won’t fall asleep on the job. No! Israel’s protector 
never sleeps or rests! The LORD is your protector; the LORD is your shade right beside you. The sun won’t strike you 
during the day; neither will the moon at night. The LORD will protect you from all evil; God will protect your very 
life. The LORD will protect you on your journeys—whether going or coming—from now until forever from now.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Sermon            Chris Mesa

COMMISSION
We have praised and sung to God. We have prayed. We have read scripture and heard preaching. We have  

responded both with our gifts and with our thanksgiving. Now it is time to be sent forth into the world to engage  
in our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. As we sing our final carol  
together, you may wish to respond to God in an even deeper way: through professing your faith or by joining us  

as a member of this place we call, “Home.” If God is calling you to this kind of response, please come forward  
to the front of the Sanctuary, where the ministers can assist you in these final moments of worship.

* Carol, No. 218                    CAROL
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”

 Reception of New Members
We rejoice to recognize you as a member of Christ’s Holy Church and bid you welcome to Arborlawn 
United Methodist Church. With you, we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, and our witness.
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* Blessing and Sending

* Congregational Benediction             IN DULCI JUBILO
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news! Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven’s door, and ye are blessed forevermore. 
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this!

 Postlude                                                                    Anna Laura Page  
“I Saw Three Ships”

*All who are able, please stand.  
Congregational response in bold.

NEXT STEP OF DISCIPLESHIP
In John’s Gospel, Jesus tells his Disciples that he is leaving soon, but they will not be orphaned; the Holy Spirit will be 
with them. He gives the reminder that we (the Disciples, and even us today) are given peace, and it is peace that comes 
only from Jesus. We are not to be troubled or afraid, because the peace that we receive from Jesus will carry us through 
even our toughest times. What if we responded to the news of the day, or people who are anxious with peace? What if 
we showed others, through words and actions, that we are peaceful people? Find a neighbor, or a stranger who has a 
“troubled heart;” listen to their concerns and offer to pray peace over them. Make a list of people in your life who need to 
receive the peace that Jesus offers, and pray for them daily. Respond to others’ anxiety with peace, on social media, over 
the phone, and in person. Be the example that you have received peace from Jesus Christ, not as the world gives.
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Family Advent Worship 
Sunday, December 24, 2017 

10:00 am
 

 Welcome           Chris Mesa

 Prelude              Valerie W. Stephenson  
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 

Arborlawn Handbell Quartet

 Call to Worship                       Jackson Samuels

There are almost no words to say about Advent, because they have already been sung.
The songs of this season remain our favorites throughout the year.
Silent Night, Holy Night:
All is calm, All is bright
Round yon virgin, Mother and child:
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace!
Sleep in heavenly peace!

* Processional Carol, No. 246                        ANTIOCH
“Joy to the World”

 Lighting the Advent Candle                        Ella Chumchal

In Advent we both wait, and we sing—we wait for that silent and holy night and sing because it is only 
hours away—we wait for calm and sing with shepherds who guard their flocks—we wait for all to be bright 
and sing because there has always been light.
We light a candle this day as a sign of the one whom we await—a sign of the one of whom we sing. The 
light will get brighter. Our singing will get louder. We will rejoice when it is Christ we see.

This morning the Advent Candle is lit by the Harford Family.

 Psalter, Psalm 36:1-9             Hannah Harford 

I know the sinful utterance of the wicked: No fear of God confronts their own eyes, because in their own eyes they 
are slick with talk about their guilt ever being found out and despised. The words of their mouths are evil and 
dishonest. They have stopped being wise and stopped doing good. They plot evil even while resting in bed! They 
commit themselves to a path that is no good. They don’t reject what is evil. But your loyal love, LORD, extends to 
the skies; your faithfulness reaches the clouds. Your righteousness is like the strongest mountains; your justice is 
like the deepest sea. LORD, you save both humans and animals. Your faithful love is priceless, God! Humanity finds 
refuge in the shadow of your wings. They feast on the bounty of your house; you let them drink from your river of 
pure joy. Within you is the spring of life. In your light, we see light.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Petitions of the Church            Nick Scott

 The Morning Prayer

 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

* Carol, No. 217       AWAY IN A MANGER
“Away in a Manger”

 The Morning Offering                        Charlotte Woods
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 Responding with Our Gifts     

 Offertory     Jackson Christenberry
“O Holy Night” 

Jackson Christenberry

  Dedication of Tithes and Offerings                     GLORIA
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

Please stand as the ushers pass your row. 
This presentation of gifts represents the giving of ourselves to God.

 The Christmas Story             Arborlawn Children’s Ministry 

 Special Music                Franz Gruber
“Silent Night” 

Arborlawn Children’s Choirs

 Sermon            Chris Mesa

* Carol, No. 230                           ST. LOUIS
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

 Reception of New Members
We rejoice to recognize you as a member of Christ’s Holy Church and bid you welcome to Arborlawn 
United Methodist Church. With you, we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, and our witness.

* Blessing and Sending

* Congregational Benediction             IN DULCI JUBILO
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news! Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven’s door, and ye are blessed forevermore. 
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this!

 Postlude                                                                     Gary Alan Smith  
“In Dulci Jubilo”

*All who are able, please stand.  
Congregational response in bold.

NEXT STEP OF DISCIPLESHIP
The new Senior Pastor of the Arborlawn United Methodist Church has been asking almost every week in worship 
planning: “What am I supposed to do on Christmas Eve?” It’s not that he doesn’t understand Christmas; he’s led lots and 
lots of Christmas Eve worship services. It’s just that he knows that every church has its unique traditions, certain things 
that mean something to each particular community of faith. Traditions seem even more important during the holidays, 
like Christmas. Families have their own Christmas traditions. Some families gather at a particular family member’s 
house every year; it’s a tradition. Other families eat turkey or ham or Christmas tamales at Christmas; it’s a tradition. We 
all have our favorite traditions, and Christmas is a day to live into those sacred ways of life. But nothing is more sacred to 
us as people of faith than this tradition, to remember these words and what they mean:

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother was engaged to Joseph, before they were married, she 
became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband was a righteous man. Because he didn’t want to humiliate her, he 
decided to call off their engagement quietly. As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:18-21, 
Common English Bible)

Whatever you do this Christmas—whatever you eat, wherever you travel, and with whomever you spend the holiday—
please take time to reflect on the truth of the Gospel, that out of love, God has sent Jesus into the world to save us from 
our sin, even from ourselves. When we live into these words, our Christmas travels are more joyful, our relatives are easier 
to get along with, and even the food tastes better. And don’t forget to join us for evening worship tonight, as we light 
candles, receive the sacrament of Holy Communion, and remember the difference Jesus makes in all things.
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WELCOME TO ELEVEN11

Welcome to Eleven11 Worship at Arborlawn United Methodist Church, where we welcome 
you with open arms because God does! We are so thrilled you have decided to worship 
with us during this Advent season! Eleven11 Worship strives to be an inviting and welcoming 
worshipping community, and I hope you find this to be true. Don’t worry about how you are 
dressed or the stresses of your week. We want to be a place where you can set that aside, 
come as you are, and worship God in freedom.
 
If this is your first time with us, I hope you will take some time to fill out one of the welcome 
cards you can find in the seat back located on the chair in front of you. Provide us with as 
much information as you feel comfortable giving. After worship, bring it to Nick Scott, the 
Lead Pastor for Eleven11 Worship, and he will give you a welcome gift. Plus he just wants to 
meet you! Nick will be greeting people next to the Welcome and Connect Kiosk through 
the double doors following the service.
 
Our mission at Arborlawn UMC is to make fully committed disciples of Jesus Christ who 
Meet God, Connect with People, and Live Missionally. We believe that when you come to 
worship ready and willing to Meet God and when you come ready and willing to Connect 
with People, you will leave worship a changed person who is better prepared to serve in 
love and grace in the world. That is what it means to Live Missionally.
 
Again, we are glad you are here! Now let us sing some carols and worship God together!

-Nick Scott 
Lead Pastor, Eleven 11

Ways to GIVE to Arborlawn UMC
arborlawnumc.org/give | Text “ARBORLAWN” to 73256 

Contact Us
arborlawnumc.org/eleven11 

817.731.0701 
5001 Briarhaven Rd., Fort Worth, TX 76109 

Facebook: Arborlawn UMC 
Instagram: @ArborlawnUnitedMethodist
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Sunday, December 3

Next Step of Discipleship: 

Christmas carols, whether we like it or not, become the soundtrack for our lives in 
December. They seep into all of your life experiences. Shopping, driving, eating. When 
you hear those carols start popping up everywhere, you know Christmas is just around 
the corner. As Christians, this is a season of anticipation and preparation as we get 
ready to welcome Emmanuel, God With Us, into our lives. Just like those carols, but less 
annoying, God wants to seep into every area of your life. We need to prepare some room. 
Take the next step of discipleship this week and let God into an area of your life you 
usually don’t think to include God. Pick an activity. Cooking, Cleaning, Emailing, Driving? 
Every time you participate in that activity pray before you begin. Ask God to be present 
with you while you do it. This way we can begin to let God have control of every area of 
our life.

Notes Section:
(Feel free to use the space below to draw, take notes, or journal during this morning’s 
service of worship.)

20



Sunday, December 10

Next Step of Discipleship: 

It’s hard to listen to powerful music and not be changed. We gather in our magnificent 
worship spaces, listen to the music, and we’re moved by the artistry, the majesty of the 
moment. But the thing that separates sacred music—worship music—from every other 
kind of music is that worship music invites us to participate. Rather than just listen and 
be awed, worship music draws us in and then almost immediately sends us out. The 
carol, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” uses a wonderful tune written by Felix Mendelssohn, 
but is powered by the words, written by the great Methodist hymn writer Charles Wesley. 
Wesley writes: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem”

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

We’re not just supposed to listen to the song passively; we’re supposed to proclaim 
something. Wesley is specific: proclaim that “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” It’s still early 
in the season, and you no doubt have many parties yet to attend, gifts yet to buy, and 
perhaps even decorations yet to put up somewhere. But don’t forget you have some 
proclaiming to do. You see, there’s a mysterious fourth verse to the song. It’s the verse 
you’ll sing, the proclamation you’ll make about Christ as you attend those parties and 
wrap those gifts and decorate your homes. Just about everyone makes a statement 
about Christmas at the holidays. But people of faith proclaim something about Christ. 
Find a way to make your life sing this week.

Notes Section:
(Feel free to use the space below to draw, take notes, or journal during this morning’s 
service of worship.)
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Sunday, December 17
“Cocoa and Carols”

Next Step of Discipleship: 

In John’s Gospel, Jesus tells his Disciples that he is leaving soon, but they will not be 
orphaned; the Holy Spirit will be with them. He gives the reminder that we (the Disciples, 
and even us today) are given peace, and it is peace that comes only from him, Jesus. 
We are not to be troubled or afraid, because the peace that we receive from Jesus will 
carry us through even our toughest times. What if we responded to the news of the day, 
or people who are anxious with peace? What if we showed others, through words and 
actions, that we are peaceful people? Find a neighbor, or a stranger who has a “troubled 
heart;” listen to their concerns and offer to pray peace over them. Make a list of people 
in your life who need to receive the peace that Jesus offers, and pray for them daily. 
Respond to others’ anxiety with peace, on social media, over the phone, and in person. 
Be the example that you have received peace from Jesus Christ, not as the world gives.

Notes Section:
(Feel free to use the space below to draw, take notes, or journal during this morning’s 
service of worship.)
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Advent Calendar 
Favorite Advent and Christmas Carols of the Arborlawn Staff

 
The idea at the core of our worship series, “Caroling” is that there is not much left to say 
during the Advent and Christmas seasons, because almost anything we could say has 
already been sung. Each Sunday throughout the season of Advent a different Advent or 
Christmas carol will be highlighted in each of our worship services. 

To help us more fully enter into the “Caroling” series throughout the month of December, 
the staff of Arborlawn UMC have shared their favorite Advent and Christmas carols, along 
with a short reflection about why these carols are their favorites. Some are funny and 
some are serious. Some can be found in our hymnals or on the screen in the Worship 
Center and some probably would not make it into a worship service. 

Each day, from the first Sunday of Advent through Christmas Eve, you are invited to read 
these reflections from a different member of our staff, perhaps as a part of your regular 
devotional time or perhaps as a special moment each day to get to know a little bit 
more about the incredible people who serve this place we call, 
“Home.” 

In addition, if you are a Spotify user, we have created a special 
playlist for this season, which includes each of these favorites, and 
throughout the season will expand to include some of yours. To 
access the playlist search Arborlawn Advent 2017 on Spotify, or scan 
this image on your phone: 

Here to Serve
Rev. Chris Mesa, Senior Pastor chris@arborlawnumc.org
Rev. Nick Scott, Lead Pastor Eleven11 nick@arborlawnumc.org
Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez, Associate Pastor joy@arborlawnumc.org
Rev. Verne Fuqua, Associate Pastor
Rev. Robert Warden, Church Administrator robert@arborlawnumc.org
Abby Johnson, Discipleship Coordinator abby@arborlawnumc.org
Leah Rodriguez, Discipleship Assistant leah@arborlawnumc.org
JT Thomas, Director of Student Ministries jt@arborlawnumc.org
Michael Proctor, Student Minister & A/V & Graphic Design michael@arborlawnumc.org
Rachel Moraw, Student Minister rachel@arborlawnumc.org
Kim Cordell, Director of Children’s Ministries kim@arborlawnumc.org
Kumiko Porter, Nursery Team Leader kumiko@arborlawnumc.org
Michael Plantz, Director of Choral Music mplantz@arborlawnumc.org
Dr. Jerry Westenkuehler, Organist/Director of Instrumental Music jerry@arborlawnumc.org
Karen Gossett, Worship Arts Administrator karen@arborlawnumc.org
Jackson Christenberry, Director of Contemporary Music jackson@arborlawnumc.org 
Ethan Gregory, Director of Communications ethan@arborlawnumc.org 
Sherry Roth, Executive Administrative Assistant sherry@arborlawnumc.org 
Joe Melhart, Financial Administrator joe@arborlawnumc.org 
Nell Cantwell, Financial Secretary nell@arborlawnumc.org
Jane Walker, Scheduling and Event Coordinator jane@arborlawnumc.org
Herman Holbert, Custodian herman@arborlawnumc.org
Sue McGinnis, Wedding Coordinator deasuemc@aol.com
Kathy Wymer, Director of Arborlawn Children’s Academy kathy@arborlawnumc.org
Emily Chumchal, Arborlawn Children’s Academy & Children’s Ministries emily@arborlawnumc.org

23



Caroling 1
December 3 - December 9
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Sunday, December 3 | “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
Ethan Gregory, Director of Communications

Many people, whether in their music library or on their Spotify account, have a playlist 
for this time of year, which includes their favorite Christmas songs, and probably has 
“Christmas” somewhere in the title. Not me. I do have a playlist for this season, but it’s not 
called, “Christmas.” No, my playlist is called, “Advent.” And, on that list are many versions of 
this familiar Advent hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 

I love turning each first Sunday of this season to number 211 in The United Methodist 
Hymnal. As soon as I hear the first few notes in its tune, “Veni Emmanuel,” I get chills. 
There’s something about this season, the season of Advent (the Christmas season doesn’t 
actually start until we light the Christ candle on Christmas Eve), that I absolutely love. For 
four Sundays and the days in between, we are invited to actively sit in the great mystery of 
our God: God has created and is creating, justice has been done, and still the outcast and 
oppressed cry out, Beloved Community has arrived and is also on its way, Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, Christ is coming again, and yet Christ is not even born yet—God is on God’s 
way, and yet God is already with us. There are no answers, only mystery—beautiful and 
wonderful mystery.

You can’t explain Advent. The words to this hymn are as close as I can get, which is why I will 
be listening to it on repeat for this entire season.

O come, O Come, Emmanuel.

Monday, December 4 | “You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch” 
Abby Johnson, Discipleship Coordinator

In my first year of marriage I got really caught up in having the perfect Christmas tree. In my 
head, the perfect Christmas tree included the perfect tree topper. I failed in my quest the 
first year, but continually looked. Year 2 rolled around and I still couldn’t find one that I liked 
even a little bit. I was really pretty unhappy about it. As I put up the tree in year 2, I came 
across a stuffed Grinch. I took one look at the Grinch and thought, “You’re my tree topper, 
dude...because my soul is full of gunk with my inability to put together a simple Christmas 
tree.” 

What started as a joke is now my favorite Christmas decoration. You see, I get really 
frustrated with the panic and hurriedness of the holiday. The crowds, the search for “perfect” 
gifts and decorations, the traffic (Lord, help me, the traffic), the news articles about fights 
over items on sale or with limited availability...I struggle to find peace in the season of peace 
and hope. 

That Grinch reminds me that peace isn’t found in the perfection of gifts or the topper of 
the tree, it’s in my heart. The Grinch is my daily holiday reminder to NOT be a grinch, and 
to do things that intentionally help my heart grow, as his did at the end of the story. To 
slow down, and focus on Jesus and the gift that was given to all of us (my friends and traffic 
‘enemies’ alike). And, my tree looks dang good with him on top.
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Tuesday, December 5 | “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
Robert Warden, Church Administrator

A possibly less known Christmas song/carol, but the music and lyrics hook me each time 
we sing it. One could question the veracity of some words, like Jesus born in Bethlehem 
“snow on snow” yet the unfolding story with each verse building to the crescendo of verse 
four answers for me the question of Christmas: “What do I do with Jesus, the baby born long 
ago?” I give him my heart. 

As a teenager and as a young adult, I compared myself to others. And worse, I didn’t want 
to be me. I wanted to be them. Everyone else, I thought, possessed all the gifts. God left me 
out. Those thoughts changed. Verse four begins, “What can I give him, poor as I am?” I felt 
poor in resources and talents, until my focus shifted to what I have, not what I don’t. Verse 
four offers that shepherds bring lambs; wise ones do their part. That is, we bring what we 
have. But, it all begins with what we all can give Jesus—”our hearts.”

Wednesday, December 6 | “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
Kathy Wymer, Director, Arborlawn Children’s Academy

My favorite Christmas carol is “Silent Night, Holy Night.” Every year when I attend Christmas 
Eve worship or when I hear this familiar song on the radio, it immediately brings back 
memories. 

Growing up, like many families, we would go to my grandparents’ house during the 
Christmas break. A favorite tradtion of my family, along with all of the amazing food and 
the presents, was for my grandfather to read the Christmas story. Everyone would gather 
around as these sacred words were read. At the conclusion of the reading, the room would 
become still and peaceful, and my family would sing Silent Night:

Silent Night
Holy Night
All is calm
All is bright
Round yon virgin
Mother and child
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace
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Thursday, December 7 | “O Holy Night” 
Emily Chumchal, Associate Director, Arborlawn Children’s Academy and  
Associate Director, Children’s Ministries

I’ve loved this song for many years because it always fills me with emotion when I hear it 
around Christmas time. It helps me to pause for a moment and forget all of the craziness 
and busyness of the holiday season, and focus on the magnificent reality of Christ’s birth. 
I imagine the anticipation and longing felt on that holy night long ago when Christ was 
born... which is so powerful that it causes the weary to rejoice, even today!

Friday, December 8 | “Ave Maria” 
Joe Melhart, Financial Administrator

My favorite Christmas song is “Ave Maria,” as sung by Hayley Westenra, a young Christchurch, 
New Zealand soprano. It is my favorite because of the inherent beauty of the song as well as 
Hayley’s moving musical expression of it through her perfect pitch voice. There is purity all 
around, both in the performance, and in these words:

Ave Maria gratia plena,
Dominus tecum,
Benedicta tu in mulieribus
Et benedictus fructus ventris tui Jesus.

Sancta Maria, sancta Maria, Maria
Ora pro nobis, nobis peccatoribus
Nunc et in hora, in hora mortis nostrae
Amen, amen.

Saturday, December 9 | “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year” 
JT Thomas, Director of Student Ministries

I think the title speaks for itself. I love celebrating Christmas. Maybe when I was younger I 
loved Christmas because it meant a reprise from school or that it meant I would be able 
to revel in a mountain of presents. As I have gotten older in age and more mature in my 
faith, I have started to celebrate Christmas through a new lens. At this juncture in my life, 
Christmas represents a time where my family can come together from across the country, 
and we can celebrate the birth of Christ and the impact of that event on our lives. Christmas 
is the celebration of the birth narrative. It is a time where one cannot do anything but 
simply express gratitude for the immense blessings in their life and thank God for God’s 
presence in this world. We must celebrate that God is now with us. It truly is the most 
wonderful time of the year.
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[Student Christmas Party]
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Caroling 2
December 10 - December 16
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Sunday, December 10 | “God, Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen” 
Rachel Moraw, Student Minister

Growing up I loved singing this song simply because of the tune, but I was also able to hit 
all the notes being an alto! As an adult the lyrics began to ring true. I love that the first verse 
of the song tells the story of the gospel in a few simple lines. “For Jesus Christ our Savior was 
born upon this day, to save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray.” Despite 
our sin, God sent Jesus to Earth in order for us to have a relationship with God. God’s grace is 
as the song states “great tidings of comfort and joy.”
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Monday, December 11 | “Hark! the Harold Angels Sing” 
Nick Scott, Lead Pastor, Eleven11

This familiar hymn, written by Methodist patriarch, Charles Wesley, reveals the significance 
of Jesus’ birth for humankind. Through the birth of this baby, God and sinners might be 
reconciled. That is a truth worth joining in for with “the triumph of the skies.” 

My favorite line from this hymn, however, is this, “pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our 
Emmanuel.” So often we think of how insufficient we are and how unworthy we are of God’s 
love. Surely it must be rather off putting, we imagine, for Jesus the Christ to give up his 
heavenly home for a time to develop a relationship with uncooperative, ungrateful people 
like us!

But, that is not the impression I get from reading God’s love story for God’s creation found 
throughout the Bible and epitomized in the life of Christ, as revealed in the Gospels. It is 
every bit the desire of our God to be in loving relationship with us! Joining us on Earth was 
not an inconvenience. Instead, as this song reveals, Jesus was pleased to make this journey. 
That is how great the love of Jesus is for us. So as we celebrate the arrival of Emmanuel this 
Advent and Christmas season, may we do so knowing that we are loved beyond measure by 
a God who is still pleased to spend time with us!



Wednesday, December 13 | “Be Born in Me (Mary)” 
Sherry Roth, Executive Administrative Assistant

I’m a mess. If you don’t believe me, just peek into my office. People graciously try to explain 
it as a sign of creativity or productivity but those who know me know it merely reflects 
the chaos with which I live my life. Factor in the holidays, and it just gets worse. Christmas 
comes the same time every year yet I always wear the look of “reindeer in headlights” the 
weeks leading up to December 25, and in spite of my daily emersion in church work, it’s a 
constant struggle to keep my attitude focused on the “reason for the season.”

Last year I found my new favorite Christmas song – “Be Born in Me (Mary),” by Francesca 
Battistelli (featured with The Story). These lyrics written from Mary’s perspective touched my 
heart in a new and fresh way. “Be born in me, be born in me. Trembling heart, somehow I 
believe that You chose me. I’ll hold you in the beginning, you will hold me in the end, every 
moment in the middle make my heart your Bethlehem, be born in me.” It has become my 
own prayer not just during Advent, but every moment in the middle.

Tuesday, December 12 | “The Little Drummer Boy” 
Jerry Westenkuehler, Director of Instrumental Music and Organist

The “Little Drummer Boy” carol was written in 1941. The song is very simple and uses many 
“pa-rum-pa-pum-pums” to enhance the lyrics. It tells the story of a young boy who is invited 
to see the newborn King but has no gift to bring to the Baby. The poor boy decides not 
only to play his drum for Him, but to play his “best” for Him. The little boy in the carol does 
not try to act rich or disguise himself, nor is he ashamed of who he is. He presents himself 
in humble devotion and offers all that he has to give...nothing more and nothing less. The 
baby Jesus responds with a smile and the boy realizes that his gift was acceptable to Christ, 
because it was the gift of himself and his heart.

As Christians, we realize that we have no gifts that are suitable to bring to Jesus. When we 
try to understand the significance of Jesus’ birth as God’s gift to us, we realize that we have 
nothing to offer in comparison. Whatever God has given to us, we should use it in service to 
God. Whatever our “drums” may be, we should use them as our gift to God and play our very 
best for Christ!  

Pa-rum-pa-pum-pum!!
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Thursday, December 14 | “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
Kumiko Porter, Nursery Director

My favorite Christmas carol is “Angels We Have Heard on High.” The tune is upbeat, and the 
words are exciting and full of joy. I just love this beautiful music, and like, for many, this song 
reminds me of my childhood. Before moving to the United States, I lived in Japan. Each 
time I hear this song, the lyrics paint a picture in my mind, and remind me of the snowy 
Christmases I experienced each year where I lived in Japan!

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains
Gloria, in excelsis Deo
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Friday, December 15 | “Winter Wonderland” 
Herman Holbert, Custodian

Growing up in Texas I very seldom had the chance to experience the beauty of a white 
Christmas and the joys of a white winter, after moving away to the north/northeast I realized 
how beautiful and joyful the winter/Christmas season is.

Sleigh bells ring
Are you listening
In the lane
Snow is glistening
A beautiful sight
We’re happy tonight
Walking in a winter wonderland
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Saturday, December 16 | “O Holy Night” 
Michael Proctor, Student Minister and A/V, Graphic Design

“O Holy Night” is easily my favorite Christmas song. My favorite thing about this song is that 
the truth in it is still so true no matter the season. I once heard this song at a Shine Fest (in 
October), which I thought was interesting but it really opened my eyes to how much this 
song has a massive amount of power behind it.

In that power of Jesus we have the chance to REJOICE because we were weary and have 
been given a new glorious morn. We have the opportunity to sing God’s praise with angels’ 
voices because our savior came to be with us on earth so many years ago. Take the time to 
praise God today whether it’s in prayer or singing “O Holy Night.”



Caroling 3
December 17 - December 23
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Sunday, December 17 | “RCA 6344” 
Chris Mesa, Senior Pastor

Years ago, I was a student living alone in a small apartment. Most all my friends had gone 
home for the Christmas holiday, but I stayed behind. I didn’t really have a place to go, plus I 
had to work during the holidays, to earn money for the next school semester and for living 
expenses. In fact, I was working two jobs that Christmas season to earn a little extra money 
to help make ends meet. It was lonely, especially at my second job, working the late night 
(11pm to 7am) shift at a local psychiatric hospital. And because I was all alone—and because 
Christmas didn’t seem too jolly by myself—I was a little sad.

Working one late night, I happened to walk out of the unit and into the main building of 
the hospital; I had the snack bar vending machine on my mind. But as I passed by an empty 
waiting room, I saw that a television had been left on. And a song on television caught my 
attention.

A local car dealer had adopted a 1955 recording first known as RCA 6344 to a TV commercial 
that featured a Great Dane in a Santa hat. The recording—known to some as Jingle Bell 
Dogs—has a dog (or dogs) barking out Jingle Bells in a classic “woof-woof” style. It was so 
silly, and didn’t seem to have much genuine Christmas spirit. But I had been so sad and 
lonely, walking along a dark, empty corridor in the middle of the night, feeling more than a 
little sorry for myself. And suddenly, I laughed. 

It’s hard to describe, but in that moment I felt a little flash of Christmas. I had this sense that 
there was still a little joy in this season, and that the light of Christmas still had the power 
to overcome darkness: both the darkness that surrounded those shepherds ages ago and 
the darkness of that hospital corridor that night. I made my way back to the unit tired, but 
hopeful. And Christmas did come, in spite of challenging circumstances. But in a slight 
change to the ending of Isaiah 11:6, a big Grant Dane in a Santa hat led me. 

Monday, December 18 | “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas” 
Michael Plantz, Director of Choral Music

This has been one of my favorite Christmas songs since childhood. Growing up, it was always 
the first that my dad would play during the season. And, now that they live in Ohio and I’m 
in Texas, I listen to it each December as a familiar reminder of home.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas
Everywhere you go
Take a look in the five and ten glistening once again
With candy canes and silver lanes aglow

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas
Toys in every store
But the prettiest sight to see, is the holly that will be
On your own front door
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Tuesday, December 19 | “Hark! the Harold Angels Sing” 
Nell Cantwell, Financial Administrative Assistant

Each year on Christmas Eve, I love attending candle-light worship in the evening with my 
family. The night is always solemn and peaceful, but at some point in the service, we always 
sing or hear the familiar Christmas carol, “Hark! the Harold Angels Sing.” As the first notes 
come from the organ, I immediately break into a smile. The tune is upbeat and uplifting, 
and the words of the carol convey the excitement of the celebration:

Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful, all ye nations, rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With angelic host proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King

Wednesday, December 20 | “You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch” 
Karen Gossett, Worship Arts Administrator

As I write this devotional in late September, I have already spent the morning thinking 
about the church’s Christmas decorations for this year. How can we get the trees up? 
Especially the ginormous ones in the Lower Commons? What day shall we put them up? 
And then who will go up the ladder to decorate those trees? And what if the pastors decide 
to change their stoles from purple to blue? Does that mean we need some new bows for 
the garlands? And what music do we need to prepare for the UMW Christmas party? And 
what shall we do about the Chancel Choir Christmas party? And don’t get me started on 
Christmas Eve service plans! For church musicians, there is always the consideration of 
planning for the Advent Festival, and making sure the orchestra music is ready, and . . .

So – for me – my soul is delighted when I get in the car to drive home, and “You’re a Mean 
One, Mr. Grinch” comes on the car radio. I love everything about it – the slinky voice of the 
singer, the crazy fun words, the acknowledgement that sometimes the hectic Christmas 
spirit affects us (and not in a good way!). My favorite line is “You have all the tender 
sweetness of a seasick crocodile, Mr. Grinch. Given the choice between the two of you, I’d 
take the seasick crocodile!” Isn’t that fabulous?

At the end of the movie, the Grinch’s heart is strangely warmed, and grows three sizes – as 
does mine on Christmas Eve when we sing “Silent Night” by candlelight.  

Gracious God, soften my heart a little earlier in this Advent season. Remind me of what is 
truly important, and what is not. Thank you for sending Jesus to a world of grinchy seasick 
crocodile types! Amen.
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Thursday, December 21 | “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
Verne Fuqua, Associate Pastor

In 1979 I was the Associate Pastor at University United Methodist Church in Fort Worth. The 
Clark Sunday School class gave Eva Jean and myself a trip to the Holy Land. Rev. Michael 
Patison, the pastor, arranged for several people to go with Education Opportunities Inc. As 
we were approaching the city of Behlehem on the bus, I looked out the window and saw 
the city below. It was a very heart touching moment and it is still heart warming when I 
hear, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 

Because of the experience in the Holy Land this carol has become one of my favorite 
Christmas hymns, and since it was the birthplace of Jesus, it remains to me a very sacred 
hymn.

Friday, December 22 | “Away in a Manger” 
Leah Rodriguez, Discipleship Administrative Assistant

As a child, it was pretty tough for me to grasp the idea of the Trinitarian God. Knowing that 
God was fully human but also fully God was a crazy concept to understand. I think I loved 
the idea though that God was actually a real baby, really sleeping like I did. Jesus looked up 
at the same stars and laid his head down to rest just like I did. Now, as a mom and a more 
mature believer, I have a different perspective about the birth of Christ. Now I can imagine 
what Mary must have thought about, trying to keep a baby warm and safe in the elements 
and being so thankful for Joseph and all that came to see baby Jesus. What an incredible 
miracle and promise that God gave God’s people. A sweet baby that came to earth to die 
and save sinners so that we can have a relationship with God. How amazing is the Holy 
Spirit that intercedes on our behalf? Praise God for God’s miraculous plan!
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Saturday, December 23 | “Joy to the World” 
Joy Dister-Dominguez, Associate Pastor

As a 6-year-old, I have fond memories of sitting with my mother at our record player (yes, a 
record player!) as she taught me the words to “Joy to the World!” The funny thing is my mom 
is tone deaf, but the point wasn’t to teach me “how to sing,” rather than to teach me the 
words and meaning of the song.

First of all I was excited my name was in the song, but secondly, I remember singing loudly 
the words with triumph, “Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King!” 
What a powerful declaration of the birth of our savior, and for our earth to receive Christ.
 
The song continues with all of earth, heaven, and nature singing and rejoicing that our Lord 
has come, and encourages us to prepare room in our hearts for our Lord to rule with truth 
and grace. What wondrous love it is that all of creation recognizes our creator and repeats 
the sounding joy through new birth and life everlasting. My prayer for you this Advent, is 
for you to prepare room in your heart to accept God’s love in new ways, and share that love 
with others.
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Caroling 4
December 24
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Sunday, December 24 | “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
Kim Cordell, Director of Children’s Ministries

My Mimi was the most wonderful person in the world and without a doubt one of the most 
influential people in my life. I was so fortunate that the final three years of her life were 
spent down the street at Stonegate Nursing Home in Fort Worth. Over those years she lost 
most of her memory, but we would still go visit often. On some days she would say nothing 
and other days she would say things that didn’t make a lot of sense. 

One December I was sitting with her, holding her hand, when a group of carolers from a 
local church entered the room. I could see her eyes light up as they began to sing. Then the 
group started singing” Silent Night.” Almost immediately my Mimi, who had said nothing to 
this point, started singing with the carolers. The woman, who couldn’t remember where she 
was or people in her family, was singing every single word loud and proud. It was the most 
beautiful sound, and I immediately pulled out my camera to record her voice. 

She passed away at 96, but to this day, I still pull up this video and sing “Silent Night” with 
my Mimi every Christmas season. Sleep in Heavenly Peace, Mimi.

Prayer at Arborlawn
 
If you have enjoyed this Advent Calendar and want to continue growing in your relationship 
with God through prayer, we invite you to explore and participate in the Prayer Ministry 
at Arborlawn. The ministry has many components and you can choose those that are 
meaningful to you. Perhaps you will enjoy the quiet and privacy of the Vineyard of Prayer 
Room or prayer walking in the upcoming labyrinth in the Ascension Garden? Or maybe 
God is calling you to intercede for others? For more information, consult the Prayer Ministry 
brochure, located at the Kiosks or in the Prayer Room. If you feel led to volunteer, please 
contact us: email AUMCintercessors@att.net or call the church office (817 731-0701) or visit 
the web ArborlawnUMC.org/Prayer.

Caroling: Advent 2017, Graphics by Michael Proctor; Ornament calligraphy by Rachel Moraw;  
Edited by Ethan Gregory
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ARBORLAWNSERIES

Coming January 7
Traditional Worship | 8:45 and 11:00 am | Sanctuary

Eleven11 Worship | 11:11 am | Worship Center
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