
• A team from Arborlawn is going on a mission trip to Los Chiles, Costa Rica! 

• The trip is scheduled for July 6-13, 2019.  (More on this below) 

• Arborlawn members George and Michelle Pettit will be leading the team. 

• We will be working with Aqua Viva Serves (AVS), a non-profit based in Los Chile and run 

by local Costa Ricans. AVS is recognized by UMVIM (United Methodist Volunteers in 

Mission). 

• AVS drills wells and constructs water distribution systems in rural areas to provide safe 

drinking water to impoverished communities.  AVS also undertakes other small construction 

projects to address identified needs.  In addition, there are opportunities to volunteer at the 

local English school (helping students practice conversational skills for subsequent jobs in 

the hospitality industry). 

• Our team will have up to 20 volunteers.  We will work on projects under the direction of- and 

in collaboration with- the AVS staff.  You do not need to speak Spanish (but you will be 

immersed in a Spanish speaking culture). The trip is open to adults and families (age 12 is a 

general minimum age to consider for bringing children). 

• Work at a well or construction site is physical labor, and it can be hot and humid out there.  

However, EVERYONE is encouraged to pace themselves, with regular breaks and plenty of 

bottled water available (bring your own reusable bottle to the worksite). 

• Los Chiles is a town of about 3,000 people.  We will stay at the Hotel Carolina, which is a 

modest inn, but it is clean, safe, has A/C and they serve good meals!  

• Our general itinerary will be as follows: 

o  Saturday, July 6: Fly from DFW to San Jose, and take a 3 hour chartered bus/van  ride to 

Los Chiles. 

o Sunday:  Attend church at the Iglesia Metodista, and tour the local area 

o Monday-Thursday: work on our assigned mission projects 

o Friday:  Drive from Los Chiles to Arenal (a dormant volcano and tourist area) for 

sightseeing and recreation.  We will stay at a resort near the volcano. 

o Saturday, July 13:  Drive back to San Jose and fly home 

• The cost of the trip is $800 per person plus airfare. The $800 dollar contribution covers all 

transportation within Costa Rica, all rooming charges and meals in the Los Chiles area, as 

well as operational expenses (supplies, etc.) for our designated projects.   

• Airfare right now is very expensive:  ~$900 roundtrip on either American or Spirit.  

Southwest has a ~$500 option, but that would require leaving on Friday (July 5), and 

spending the last night in San Jose (rather than Aranel).  Historically airfares have come 

down a lot every Spring. But you should know there is a chance our departure date could 

move up a day. 

• The CDC recommends all travelers to Costa Rica be current on all routine vaccinations, as 

well as those for Hepatitis A and Typhoid.  The risk of malaria, hepatitis B and other diseases 

is low. You can find more information on this at CDC.GOV 

• To travel to Costa Rica, you must have a valid passport and depart from the country within 

90 days of arrival.  No visa required. 

• If you are interested in going, please e-mail us (GHPMZP@AOL.COM).  You can find more 

information at the Agua Viva Serves website (AVS.NGO). We will signup together as a team 

at a later date on this website. 
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