


Advent and Christmas at Arborlawn
December 1 

Nativity Pageant | 6:00 and 7:30 pm | Behind the SAM Building

December 2
Traditional Worship | 8:45 and 11:00 am | Sanctuary

Elements: Advent Begins | 9:45 am | Room 224
Eleven11 Contemporary Worship | 11:11 am | Worship Center

Nativity Pageant | 6:00 and 7:30 pm | Behind the SAM Building

December 3
Advent Noonday Concert: Jerry Westenkuehler, Organ | 12:00 Noon | Sanctuary

December 8
Breakfast with Santa | 9:00 am | Family Life Center

Pastor’s Christmas Open House | 1:00-6:00 pm | Brenda and Chris Mesa’s House 
(Tickets Required)

Parents Night Out | December 8 | 6:00 pm | Family Life Center

December 9
The Festival of Advent | 8:45 and 11:00 am | Sanctuary

Eleven11 Contemporary Worship | 11:11 am | Worship Center
Student Ministry Christmas Party | 6:00 pm | SAM Building

December 10
Advent Noonday Concert: Mark and Keji Sanchez, Violin and Piano | 12:00 Noon | Sanctuary

December 11 
Martin High School Choirs & Orchestra | 7:00 pm | Sanctuary

December 14 
FW Academy of Fine Arts & Texas Girls Choir | 7:00 pm | Sanctuary

December 16
Traditional Worship | 8:45 and 11:11 am | Sanctuary

Cocoa and Carols | 9:45 and 11:11 am | Worship Center
Voices of Fort Worth | 7:00 pm | Sanctuary

December 17
Advent Noonday Concert: The Talents of Arborlawn | 12:00 Noon | Sanctuary

December 21 
Fort Worth Symphany Orchestra | 7:30 pm | Sanctuary  

(Pay what you wish)

December 23
Traditional Worship | 8:45 am | Sanctuary

Traditional Family Advent Worship | 11:00 am | Sanctuary
Eleven11 Contemporary Worship | 11:11 am | Worship Center

December 24
Traditional Christmas Eve Worship | 5:00 and 7:00 pm | Sanctuary
Contemporary Christmas Eve Worship | 5:00 pm | Worship Center

December 30
All-Church Potluck Brunch | 9:45 am | Family Life Center

Traditional Worship | 11:00 am | Sanctuary
Eleven11 Contemporary Worship | 11:11 am | Worship Center

For more information about each of these opportunities, please visit arborlawnumc.org/events.



5001 Briarhaven Road 
Fort Worth, TX 76109 

817-731-0701 
arborlawnumc.org

Facebook: Arborlawn UMC
Instagram: @arborlawnunitedmethodist

This book belongs to: _____________________________________________

Please bring this book with you to worship each Sunday throughout the season of Advent.
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From the Pastor
I think about Christmas differently from normal people. Pastors have to think about 
Christmas when most of the world has other things on its mind. I remember sitting in 
the car at the airport this past July, making notes about Christmas sermons while waiting 
for Brenda’s plane to get back from Pennsylvania, where she was visiting her dad; the 
temperature at the airport that day was 111F. It’s hard to think jolly when you’re sweaty.

Living with Christmas year-round can change your Christmas perspective. By the time the 
church is just starting to live into the excitement of the season, I’ve already been hip deep 
in it for months. Over-Christmasing can change a person’s attitude, from eager anticipation 
to eye-rolling exasperation. That’s precisely when the truth about Christmas becomes all the 
more important.

I was serving a faraway church and it was Christmas Eve. The children sang a wonderful little 
song during worship that evening. The song involved a fun dance, and the kids energetically 
embraced all the moves. The song also involved candles. Earlier in the season, the Children’s 
Ministry Team had decided that little kids dancing around with open flames seemed like a 
bad idea. So rather than eliminate the dance, they bought the kids little battery-operated 
candles. It was a practical and gracious solution; the kids had fun, the adults had fun, and no 
one had to call the insurance company. 

But, now all the kids were gone, the Christmas Eve crowd had long since headed home, 
and I found myself alone in the sanctuary, closing up after a long night. It was late and I felt 
the effects of Christmas fatigue as I made my way around the darkened building, checking 
doors and making sure the Christmas trees had all been unplugged (again, the insurance 
company). Worn down both physically and spiritually, this thought found its way into my 
mind: “I’m glad it’s over.”

I was just about to leave when I noticed a faint light coming from behind the big Christmas 
tree. At first, I thought I had missed unplugging a string of lights. But it wasn’t that kind of 
light; it was just a faint little glow. I walked back across the dark sanctuary over to the tree, 
reached underneath, and found the source of the faint glow. 

One of the kids had left their battery-powered candle under the tree, still on, still glowing 
bravely against the darkness. Suddenly the Word came alive in my mind: The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it (John 1:5, CEB). That is the truth about 
Christmas; the light of Christ shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
Indeed, it cannot.

Sometimes darker circumstances threaten to overwhelm our experience of Christmas light: 
the darkness of fatigue, consumerism, financial issues, politics, health problems, overbusyness, 
and even church conflict can make Christmas seem more burden than blessing. Don’t believe 
it. Instead, believe the truth; Christ came into this world to light our way out of dark days, and 
no darkness can overcome that light.

This Advent season, I invite you to join us as we explore Christmas truth. We’ll talk about 
several common beliefs about Christmas, test those beliefs by Word and Spirit, and have 
some fun along the way. Don’t miss it! When it comes to Christmas, truth is way better than 
fiction.

Blessings,



DISCIPLES BEAR FRUIT
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT ARBORLAWN

RELATIONSHIP 
Knowing God loves you and loving God in return.

Worship | “Christmas Misconceptions”   
No time of year creates memories quite 
like Christmas. We remember Christmases 
past, we look forward to Christmases future, 
and Christmas present is right around the 
corner. But, what if some of the concepts 
that are part of our collective Christmas 
memories have been misunderstood? 
Join us for a fun and meaningful Advent 
season as we explore four Christmas 
misconceptions, testing their truth and 
searching for a truly Christ-filled Christmas. 
“Christmas Misconceptions” begins Sunday, 
December 2 at 8:45 and 11:00 in the 
Sanctuary and 11:11 in the Worship Center.

Hanging of the Greens | December 2 | 
All Worship Services | As the season of 
Advent begins we will help to symbolize 
the beginning of this time of waiting and 
preparation for the birth of the Christ child 
and the coming of God’s kingdom. With the 
help of our Arborlawn Kids, each service will 
begin with a time of bringing in important 
symbols of the season into the Sanctuary 
and Worship Center.

The Festival of Advent | December 9 | 8:45 
and 11:00 am | Sanctuary | On this second 
Sunday of Advent the Arborlawn Chancel 
Choir and the Orchestra at Arborlawn will 
help us celebrate the season through the 
gift of spectacular music. 

Cocoa and Carols | December 16 | 9:45 
and 11:11 am | Worship Center | The 
Eleven11 worship community invites you 
to this special Sunday of worship featuring 
cookies, a telling of the Christmas story, 

and you guessed it, Cocoa and your favorite 
Christmas Carols. New this year, there will 
be two opportunities to experience the fun 
and family-friendly morning of worship.

Family Advent Worship | December 23 | 
11:00 am | Sanctuary | On this final Sunday 
of Advent we will do our final moments of 
waiting in this casual and relaxed worship 
service. Our Arborlawn Kids will help lead us 
in this service. Everyone is invited to come 
to worship relaxed and in their favorite 
Christmas sweater. 

Christmas Eve Worship | December 24 
Traditional: 5:00 and 7:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary | Contemporary: 5:00 in the 
Worship Center | Celebrate Christmas 
at Arborlawn! Join us on Christmas Eve 
as we sing our favorite carols, gather 
around Christ’s table, and lift up a candle 
as a reminder that the light shines in 
the darkness and the darkness does not 
overcome it. 

CONNECTION 
Gathering for real relationships.

Parents Night Out | December 8 | 6:00 pm 
Family Life Center | Children age 6-weeks 
to 5th grade are invited to Parents Night 
Out. The cost is $25 for the first child and 
$5 for each additional child. There will 
be dinner and fun Christmas activities. 
Register your child at https://tinyurl.com/
aumcparentsnightout.

Student Ministry Christmas Party | 
December 9 | 6:00 pm | SAM Building | 
All of our Arborlawn Students are invited 
to celebrate the Christmas season and the 
end of the Fall semester. The evening will be 
filled with food, games, and fun.
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All Church Potluck Brunch | December 
30 | 9:45 am | Family Life Center | As we 
celebrate the Christmas season together, 
we will have an All-Church Potluck Brunch 
during the Sunday School hour, beginning 
at 9:45 on this final Sunday of December. If 
you are going to be here that Sunday, we 
invite you to sign-up with what you intend 
to bring on our website so that we can 
prepare appropriately.

LOVING 
Love in action.

Christmas Open House | December 8 | 1:00 
- 6:00 pm | At the Home of Brenda and 
Chris Mesa | Brenda and Chris Mesa invite 
you to their Christmas Open House. Space 
is limited to the first 300 people. Guests will 
be invited to come in 30-minute intervals 
that afternoon. Tickets will be sold in the 
front office at the suggested price of $10/
ticket. Proceeds from this event will benefit 
the Bridge to Housing project. 

The Ripple | Our 4th and 5th graders have 
started a new mission group called “The 
Ripple.” Each month this group will be 
collecting items donated from their church 
family to give to children in our community 
and in our world. You will see boxes located 
around the church with The Ripple logo.
Please bring your donation for the month 
and put it in the box and watch the ripple 
into our world continue. For the month of 
December The Ripple will be collecting 
kids mittens, gloves, and socks for the 
Presbyterian Night Shelter.

Arborlawn Food Pantry | The Arborlawn 
Food Pantry is open Tuesday through 
Thursday from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. For the 
month of December the pantry is collecting 
canned meats, soups, rice, and sugar. Items 
can be dropped off throughout the week at 
the SAM Building when the pantry is open, 
or they can be brought to the area next to 
the kitchen on the upper level of the main 
building any time the church office is open 
or on Sunday mornings.

GIVING 
Using what we have faithfully.

Christmas Eve Volunteers | Christmas 
Eve is one of the highest attended days of 
worship for the entire year, and one of the 
times in which the most number of guests 
visit Arborlawn. In order for everyone who 
walks through our doors to feel welcome 
it takes almost 50 volunteers between all 
three of our worship services to help make 
Christmas Eve as wonderful as it can be. 
If you are interested in bearing the fruit of 
Giving on Christmas Eve by giving of your 
time, we are in need of Ushers, Greeters, 
and Communion Servers for all worship 
services. Sign-up on our website. And, thank 
you in advance to all who will help with this 
important work on Christmas Eve!

End-of-Year Giving | Don’t forget that in 
order for gifts to count for 2018 on your 
giving record, gifts must be post-marked 
or delivered on or before December 31. The 
church office will be open until 5:00 pm on 
Monday, December 31.

2019 Pledges | Thank you to all who 
have already brought their 2019 pledge 
brochures to be set aside and used by God 
in the new year. There is still time to bring 
your pledge brochure in to be counted. You 
can bring it by the church office during the 
week, mail it to the church, or drop it in the 
the offering plates on Sunday mornings. You 
can also pledge online through Arborlawn 
Connect. Let us continue to Give All We Can 
and bear the fruit of Giving through faithful 
stewardship in 2019!

MULTIPLICATION 
Telling others how Christ changes your story.

Nativity Pageant | December 1 and 2 | 6:00 
and 7:30 pm Each Night | Behind the SAM 
Building | Invite your friends to come and 
experience this dramatic retelling of the 
Christmas story. Each performance features 
live animals. Attendees are invited to bring 
canned goods to donate to the Arborlawn 
Food Pantry, and bringing your own lawn 
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chair is encouraged as well. In the case of 
inclement weather performances will be 
held inside the Family Life Center.

Elements: Advent | December 2 - 23 | 9:45 
am | Room 224 | Elements is a new Sunday 
morning class for people who are new to 
Arborlawn, new to following Jesus, or who 
haven’t quite found a group to connect 
with in our community. The first round of 
Elements will look at some of the basics 
of Advent: Who are the characters? What 
happened in the manger? What makes 
these four Sundays before Christmas so 
special? If you are interested in being a part 
of Elements, simply show up on December 
2, or for more information about this 
opportunity, contact Abby Johnson (abby@
arborlawnumc.org).

Advent Noonday Concerts | December 3, 
10, and 17 | 12:00 Noon | Sanctuary | Join 
the Arborlawn Music Team on Mondays 
throughout Advent. Each concert will last 
about 30-minutes and will be followed 
by lunch in the Family Life Center, with 
proceeds benefiting Arborlawn Music 
Ministry. 

December 3 | Jerry Westenkuehler, Organ (As 
a part of this performance, Dr. Westenkuehler 
will debut a new original composition.)

December 10 | Mark and Keji Sanches, Piano 
and Violin

December 17 | The Talents of Arborlawn 
(Featuring the Silver Singers and other Musical 
talents of Arborlawn)

Breakfast with Santa | December 8 | 
9:00 - 10:30 am | Family Life Center | The 
Arborlawn Children’s Academy invites all 
children and their families to the annual 
Breakfast with Santa. This event includes 
fun Christmas games and activities and, 
you guessed it, breakfast and a photo 
opportunity with Santa. Tickets are $25 for 
a family of 4 ($5 for each additional person) 
and can be purchased in the church office.

Concerts at Arborlawn: Christmas Concerts 
Join us at Arborlawn in the Sanctuary 
throughout the month of December for a 
number of concerts featuring a selection of 
Fort Worth’s best musical talents. Concerts 
are free unless otherwise noted

Tuesday, December 11 | Martin High School | 
7:00 pm | Choirs & Orchestra

Friday, December 14 | FW Academy of Fine 
Arts & Texas Girls Choir | 7:00 pm | Tickets at 
the door, $8

Sunday, December 16 | Voices of Fort Worth | 
7:00 pm | Tickets at the door, Adults, $15; Seniors, 
$12; Students $5

Friday, December 21 | FW Symphony 
Orchestra | 7:30 pm | Pay what you wish.

igh School | 7:00 pm | Choirs 

arborlawnumc.org/true-vine
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Welcome to Worship
Welcome to Arborlawn United Methodist Church. We are so glad you are here! At Arborlawn 
we are committed to the work of making fully committed disciples of Jesus Christ who Meet 
God, Connect with People, and Live Missionally. 

There are WELCOME AND CONNECT KIOSKS and GREETERS throughout the building to 
help answer any questions you may have about our church and assist you in “Connecting with 
People” in this place we call, “Home.” If you would like to use a hearing device or wheelchair/
walking aid, please see an USHER.  

Children and Families
We always welcome children in worship. Please pick up a COLOR N WORSHIP book and 
crayons for your child to use during the service. If your child gets restless or upset, please 
know that we have a PARENT’S LOUNGE located in the back of the Sanctuary. There are 
rocking chairs, toys, and books to use while you are there. And then, PLEASE come back to 
the service. We like it when children and families are here. During the 11:00 and 11:11 worship 
services each Sunday, children 2 and 3 years old are invited to WEE WORSHIP in Room 
126. Children 4 years through Kindergarten are invited to KIDS JAM in Room 120. Children 
in first through fifth grade are invited to CHILDREN’S CHOIR in Room 143. Both Kids JAM 
and Children’s Choir take place at 11:30 on most Sundays of the month. A NURSERY is also 
available during all worship services for infants through Pre-K.

Upcoming Children and Family Activities throughout Advent and Christmas

December 1 and 2
Nativity Pageant | 6:00 and 7:30 pm Each Night

December 2
Hanging of the Greens | All Worship Services

December 8
Breakfast with Santa | 9:00 - 10:30 am

Parents Night Out | 6:00 - 9:30 pm

December 9
The Festival of Advent | 8:45 and 11:00 am

December 16
Cocoa and Carols | 9:45 and 11:11 am

December 24
Christmas Eve | Traditional Worship: 5:00 and 7:00 pm | Contemporary Worship: 5:00 pm

For more information about these opportunities, please visit arborlawnumc.org/events.

Ways to Give to Arborlawn UMC
arborlawnumc.org/give | Text “ARBORLAWN” to 73256 
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A Service of Word and Table 
Sunday, December 2, 2018 

8:45 and 11:00 am

*The text in italics is intended to help guide you through this service of worship. If you have further questions about  
worship, please contact one of the pastors or music staff; contact information can be found at arborlawnumc.org.

Before worship begins, take time to connect with those around you.

PREPARATION
As worship begins, it is our deepest prayer that you feel welcome in this place we call, “Home.” Once the Greeting is 

finished, allow the chimes, Prelude, and Choral Introit to settle your mind and your heart. Take this time to sit in prayer 
or meditation and allow the Holy Spirit to prepare you for this hour of singing, praying, preaching, and listening  

to our God who is already here, and yet whose birth we will celebrate at the end of these coming weeks.

 Greeting           Chris Mesa

 Chiming the Hour 

 Processional Prelude        Valerie Stephenson  
“Joy to the World” 

Carillon Handbell Choir

 Choral Introit           VENI EMMANUEL  
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

 Call to Worship                Ethan Gregory

Why do we celebrate this season? Why has the ordinary been interrupted with the extraordinary?

“The true light that shines on all people was coming into the world.”

Who is this season for? Is it for us or for the one whom we begin to await?

“The Word became flesh and made a home among us.”

ADORATION
God has called each of us to worship this day, and because of this we cannot help but stand and sing in praise and 

thanksgiving. In these moments, lift your voices to God. The hymn number is provided and can be found in The 
United Methodist Hymnal in the pew rack in front of you. After the Opening Carol we will light a candle each week 
to celebrate this season of hope, as we near closer to the birth of Christ Jesus and the arrival of God’s kingdom at 

Christmas. But, on this first Sunday of Advent, before the candle is lit, we will participate in the “Hanging of the Greens,” 
as a way to begin the season of Advent. Once the candle is lit, the Organ Interlude will help us ready ourselves for a 

word from scripture.

* Processional Carol, No. 202                  BESANCON
“People, Look East”

 Hanging of the Greens
THE SANCTUARY EVERGREENS           Chris Mesa

The universal feature of Christmas is the evergreen. Ancient Romans used evergreens as an emblem of 
peace, joy, and victory. Early Christians placed them in their windows to indicate that Christ had entered 
the home. Holly, ivy, pine, and fir are called evergreens because they never change color; they are ever-
green, ever-alive, even in winter. A wreath of evergreens, shaped in a circle that has no end, symbolizes 
the eternal reign of Christ which also has no end. Evergreens remind us of the unchanging nature of God 
and the everlasting life that is ours through Christ. The red holly berries represent the blood drops from 
the cruel thorns in the crown of Jesus.
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In Isaiah 60:13 we find these words: “The Glory of Lebanon shall come unto you, the fir tree, the pine tree 
and the box together, to beautify the place of your sanctuary.”

(Sung) People, look east and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way.

THE CHRISMON TREE                                                                             Hannah Harford (8:45); Reagan Silvey (11:00)

Glittering with lights and ornaments, the Chrismon or Christmas tree is at the center of our festivities. The 
first use of the Christmas tree was in the medieval German Paradise Plays, held outdoors and portraying 
the creation of humankind; the Tree of Life was a fir tree decorated with apples. In England, trees were 
forced into bloom indoors for Christmas. From these beginnings, the use of a tree at Christmas was 
established. 

Martin Luther was perhaps the first to use a lighted tree.  The story is told that on one Christmas Eve, 
Luther wandered outdoors and became enraptured with the beauty of the starry sky. Its brilliance and 
loveliness led him to reflect on the glory of the first Christmas Eve as seen in Bethlehem’s radiant skies. 
Wishing to share with his wife and children the enchantment he had felt, he cut from the forest an 
evergreen, glistening with snow, and took it home. He placed upon it candles to represent the glorious 
heavens he had seen. The use of a candle-lighted tree spread to all Europe. Today Americans regard the 
tree as the central ornament of Christmas.

(Sung) People, look east and sing today: Love, the Rose, is on the way.

THE CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA     Ethan Gregory

Most Christmas greenery reflects European traditions. But, the colorful poinsettia, which looks like 
a flaming star, is native to the American continent. It was named after Dr. Joel Robert Poinset, an 
ambassador to Mexico who first introduced it to the United States in 1828. The people of Mexico and 
Central America call the brilliant tropical plant the “Flower of the Holy Night.” The Poinsettia has become 
a symbol of the Star of Bethlehem.

(Sung) People, look east and sing today: Love, the Star, is on the way.

THE PARAMENTS AND ADVENT COLORS        Verne Fuqua

Colors, altar paraments or cloths, and banners are important visual cues Christians use to express their 
faith in worship. In the early days of Christian worship, Advent and Christmas were seen as a somber 
time, much like Lent is today. But as Christians began to share their celebration of Christmas with their 
non-Christian neighbors, they began to focus on the joy of the Christmas event. This change of emphasis 
brought about changes to the colors used; many Christian churches now use blue, rather than purple, 
to speak of the Kingship of Christ when the occasion is joyful. During Advent, we wait with anticipation 
and celebration for our coming Christ. Blue stoles in worship help us celebrate the coming of our long 
expected Lord Jesus.

(Sung) People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way.

 Lighting the Advent Candle              Joy Dister-Dominguez

This is a season of light—a season of truth. And yet, mysteries and misconceptions abound. Our eyes have 
turned East, but we have immediately narrowed our focus. What’s coming is not all it appears to be. If we 
wait well, minds can be changed, hearts can open up, and the world can be transformed, because this is 
what Advent is about.

We light a candle this day as a symbol of hope—hope for the journey ahead, hope that all is not lost, 
hope that we can change our hearts and minds—because this is what Advent is about.

This morning the Advent Candle is lit by the Junior High Sunday School Class (8:45)  
and the Fellowship Sunday School Class (11:00).

 Organ Interlude

 Old Testament Lesson, Isaiah 9:6-7                                              Hannah Harford (8:45); Reagan Silvey (11:00)

A child is born to us, a son is given to us, and authority will be on his shoulders. He will be named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be vast authority and endless peace for David’s 
throne and for his kingdom, establishing and sustaining it with justice and righteousness now and forever. The 
zeal of the LORD of heavenly forces will do this.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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INTERCESSION
Prayer is not something we do alone. In these moments, the prayers, or “Petitions of the Church” are read by one of the 
ministers, followed by the choral “Call to Prayer.” During the music, you are invited to lift other prayers of joy or concern 

that you may have to God. Once the singing is over, allow the Morning Prayer led by the minister to become your 
prayer that each of us might find hope and comfort through this communal time of intercession.

 Petitions of the Church     Ethan Gregory

 Call to Prayer                     ST. LOUIS
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

 The Morning Prayer
PROCLAMATION

We have praised our God and prayed together. In these moments of worship, through scripture and preaching,  
listen for what God is saying to you and to us this day. As with each aspect of our worship, we think this time  

matters. And so, you may wish to take notes somewhere in this worship guide, in your Bible or journal,  
or even on your phone. There are pens in the pew rack in front of you, if you need one.

 Gospel Lesson, John 1:6-14 

A man named John was sent from God. He came as a witness to testify concerning the light, so that through him 
everyone would believe in the light. He himself wasn’t the light, but his mission was to testify concerning the light. 
The true light that shines on all people was coming into the world. The light was in the world, and the world came 
into being through the light, but the world didn’t recognize the light. The light came to his own people, and his 
own people didn’t welcome him. But those who did welcome him, those who believed in his name, he authorized 
to become God’s children, born not from blood nor from human desire or passion, but born from God. The Word 
became flesh and made his home among us. We have seen his glory, glory like that of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Sermon            Chris Mesa 
“Jesus is the Reason”

RESPONSE
Having heard the word of God in worship this day, we cannot help but respond. On this Sunday we respond in 

multiple ways. First, we will give of our tithes and offerings. One of the ministers will pray over these gifts that they 
might be used for the work of love in our community and in the world, and then we will sing as a sign of our thanks for 

these gifts. Secondly, as we do each first Sunday of the month, we will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Each and every one of us is invited to God’s table, as these simple gifts of bread and wine remind us of God’s unending 

love for us. More instruction about communion will be provided by the ministers as The Great Thanksgiving begins.

 The Morning Offering        Verne Fuqua

 Responding with Our Gifts     

 Offertory                              Albert Zable
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

  Dedication of Tithes and Offerings                     GLORIA
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

 The Great Thanksgiving                        Ethan Gregory & 
God be with you.                Joy Dister-Dominguez
But wait, God is still on God’s way.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up in expectation.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and in every season to give thanks to you, God of us all. You 
formed the cosmos and made us to live and move and be within it. We dreamed and envisioned, but some 
of our dreams and visions were misguided, becoming nightmares. Captivity. Exile. Exhaustion. We did it to 
ourselves and to our neighbors. And yet, you kept creating, liberating, and prophesying, because you have 
always been for us.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you and blessed is your son Jesus Christ. He was the light that had been in the world since the 
beginning, even if we could not see it. He went to towns and villages, to mountain tops and plains, into 
people’s homes and into people’s hearts. It was never about rules and regulations or personal power and 
privilege, but rather always about love and life, the sacred worth of each one of us and the collective strength 
we have when we are at one with each other.

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving, as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine, make them be for us 
the body and blood of Christ that we might be for the world the body of Christ redeemed by Christ’s blood.

In this season, and in every season, our God in Christ Jesus is never the reason, but is always the remedy—
righting wrongs, revealing truth, and reimagining mystery.
By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world until Christ 
comes in final victory and we feast at the heavenly banquet. 

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours God of 
us all, now and forever. Amen.

 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

 Breaking the Bread

 Anthem During Communion         Bryan Greer 
“A Spotless Rose”

A spotless rose is growing, sprung from a tender root, of ancient seer’s foreshowing, of Jesse promis’d fruit. Its fairest bud unfolds to light 
amid the cold, cold winter, and in the dark midnight. The rose which I am singing, whereof Isaiah said, is from its sweet root springing in 
Mary, purest maid. For through our God’s great love and might the Blessed Babe she bare us in a cold, cold winter’s night.

COMMISSION
We have praised and sung to God. We have prayed. We have read scripture and heard preaching. We have  

responded both with our gifts and with our thanksgiving. Now it is time to be sent forth into the world to engage  
in our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. As we sing our final carol  
together, you may wish to respond to God in an even deeper way: through professing your faith or by joining us  

as a member of this place we call, “Home.” If God is calling you to this kind of response, please come forward  
to the front of the Sanctuary, where the ministers can assist you in these final moments of worship.

* Carol, No. 196                 HYFRYDOL
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

 Reception of New Members
We rejoice to recognize you as a member of Christ’s Holy Church and bid you welcome to Arborlawn 
United Methodist Church. With you, we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, and our witness.
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DISCIPLES BEAR FRUIT
* Blessing and Sending

* Congregational Benediction            GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

Go, tell it on the mountain,  
Over the hills and everywhere; 
Go, tell it on the mountain,  
That Jesus Christ is born.

 Postlude                                                                     Kristina Langlois  
“People, Look East”

*All who are able, please stand.  
Congregational response in bold.

The flowers on the table are given to the glory of God in honor of  
Ryder Wood Smith’s birthday by Papa, JuJu, and Taylor.

FIRST FRUIT OF DISCIPLESHIP
RELATIONSHIP

As we have learned in worship today, Jesus is important in this season, but Jesus is not the reason for it. We 
are the reason for Christmas. The season of Christmas helps us to know that God loves us and provokes us 
into the act of loving God in return. At Arborlawn we call this truth the fruit of Relationship. Bear the fruit 
of Relationship in a practical way this week by inviting at least three people to Christmas Eve worship at 
the end of this month. These can be neighbors, co-workers, friends, or even strangers on the street. Through 
your invitation, you will have conveyed the importance of your Relationship to the divine. Also, be sure to 
use this book, containing all of our Advent worship guides and devotionals for each day of the week as a 
tool during this season to help grow your Relationship with God even further by connecting to the hope, 
redemption, and grace of our God in Christ Jesus.



FIRST FRUIT OF  
DISCIPLESHIP 
RELATIONSHIP

As we have learned in worship today, Jesus is 
important in this season, but Jesus is not the 
reason for it. We are the reason for Christmas. 
The season of Christmas helps us to know that 
God loves us and provokes us into the act of 
loving God in return. At Arborlawn we call this 
truth the fruit of Relationship. Bear the fruit 
of Relationship in a practical way this week 
by inviting at least three people to Christmas 
Eve worship at the end of this month. These 
can be neighbors, co-workers, friends, or even 
strangers on the street. Through your invitation, 
you will have conveyed the importance of your 
Relationship to the divine. Also, be sure to use 
this book, containing all of our Advent worship 
guides and devotionals for each day of the 
week as a tool during this season to help grow 
your Relationship with God even further by 
connecting to the hope, redemption, and grace 
of our God in Christ Jesus.

Eleven 11 Worship
December 2 | 11:11 am | Worship Center

NOTES:
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DAILY DEVOTIONALS
DECEMBER 2 - 8

Sunday, December 2 | By Rev. Chris Mesa
The true light that shines on all people was coming into 

the world. - John 1:9

Every family has its holiday traditions. Many of the 
traditions Brenda and I have involve food; we’ve 
been eating the same things on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day since we’ve been together. But, one 
non-edible tradition we’ve had involves the list.

Every Thanksgiving night, just before bed, Brenda 
and I would sit together and make our Christmas 
lists. We would write down for one another the 
things we wanted for Christmas. A lot of both serious 
and wacky gifts have been transcribed over our 
25+ Thanksgivings together. But, our tradition has 
changed.

One Thanksgiving several years ago, Brenda and I 
had this shared epiphany; we don’t need more stuff. 
As much as we enjoyed that tradition over the years, 
we simply don’t need more stuff. For the most part, 
we have enough. 

The good news in this is that we have recovered 
Thanksgiving night more like it was at the beginning 
of our lives together. We do simple things. We sit by 
the Christmas tree—in the dark—enjoying the warm 
glow of the tree’s lights. We laugh. We share a piece 
of Thanksgiving pie, listening to the sounds of our 
favorite Christmas music. And, we still make lists. But, 
mostly they’re lists of the things for which we are 
thankful.

I remember Paul’s words to the Philippians, as he 
thanked those who supported him in ministry: “I now 
have plenty and it is more than enough” (Philippians 
4:18a, CEB). I still hope to receive a few simple gifts 
this year, and I hope you get something you want, 
too. But, come what may this Christmas, Christ is 
enough. Christ always has been. Don’t forget.

Prayer: Living God, As Advent begins, help me to 
realize that the gift of Christ’s presence is enough. 
Amen.

Monday, December 3 | By Rachel Moraw

In all honesty—when I first heard Chris say Jesus 
isn’t the reason for the season I wasn’t thrilled. We 
say “Jesus is the reason for the season” to remind 
ourselves of the gift given to us. It’s a reminder that 
there is more to Christmas than decorations and 
Santa Claus.

But, then Chris began to explain how Jesus doesn’t 
need us to celebrate his birth. Christmas is not a 

holiday to be celebrated because Jesus said, “Hey! 
I want a birthday party thrown every year. For a 
month. And, the theme should be red. With lots 
of lights. And maybe reenact the day I was born a 
couple times too!” None of these things are in and 
of themselves bad, they just aren’t necessary. Jesus 
doesn’t need these things to happen.

Instead, it might be more important for us to realize 
that we are in need of Jesus. 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And 

God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming 
ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that 

no one can boast. - Ephesians 2:4-9

For many of us, it is easy to continue through our 
lives without acknowledging a need for Jesus. A lot of 
things seem to be able to be solved, and the things 
that can’t—we pretend it’s easy to ignore.

But, if we pause for a moment, if we evaluate our life, 
we might begin to see there is a lot of brokenness 
that just isn’t easy to fix. 

Instead of ignoring it and pretending it’s not there, 
take some time to pray. 

This Christmas season be challenged to see your 
need for Jesus. Celebrate his birth not because of 
tradition, but because you are thankful you do not 
have to remain in the broken. Jesus came to offer 
healing and redemption, which we desperately need.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, You sent your son not 
for your sake, but for mine. May I remember this 
Christmas that I am in need of Jesus every day. Help 
me not to ignore my brokenness and shame, but 
begin to allow you to make right the injustices in my 
life. Let me lift up the brokenness around me to you 
that you may begin to heal wounds. I live in a broken 
world that you dearly love. I am so thankful for the 
gift of your son. Remind me to not take it for granted. 
Amen.

Tuesday, December 4 | By Rev. Nick Scott
A voice is crying out: “Clear the Lord’s way in the desert! 

Make a level highway in the wilderness for our God! Every 
valley will be raised up, and every mountain and hill will 

be flattened. Uneven ground will become level, and rough 
terrain a valley plain. The Lord’s glory will appear, and 
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all humanity will see it together; the Lord’s mouth has 
commanded it.” -Isaiah 40:3-5

I recently took a trip to Oregon where I stayed a 
couple nights in Portland and then a couple nights 
an hour down the Columbia River Highway in a 
town called, Hood River. I have a race coming up on 
Thanksgiving and I needed to maintain my running 
schedule even while I was on this trip. Luckily there 
was a nearby trail in Hood River called Mosier Twin 
Tunnel Trail.

The trail is actually a previous edition of the Columbia 
River Highway that was carved along the cliffside 
overlooking the Columbia Gorge in 1921. However, 
they used to have a terrible time with rockslides 
along the cliff and closed it down in 1954 when 
they had completed the new highway that was 
built closer to the river. They left the old highway 
damaged and covered in debris. They even closed off 
the tunnels by filling them in with rock. It sat unused 
for 51 years when they decided to begin work to 
reopen it for tourist use. The road was untravellable 
and there were trees growing in the middle of the 
old highway! It was a lot of work to clear debris, to 
pull up trees, and then to clear the rocks from and 
reinforce the tunnels. Then they had to repave the 
highway with asphalt. But, after 5 years of work the 
trail was finally reopened to public use in 2000.

The reopened highway is still shut off to motorized 
vehicles, but people walk, run, and bike it every day. 
It has absolutely beautiful views of the gorge and is 
surrounded by serene nature! Every step running on 
that trail was a joy! It’s humbling to know that I got 
to enjoy it because others put so much effort into 
clearing the way for me! The way sat untraveled for 
too long.

How can we fill in valleys and clear paths through 
mountains so that Jesus might more easily enter into 
the lives of others? How can we prepare the way of 
the Lord? Perhaps it will take years of reflecting the 
extravagant love and inclusion of Jesus with the way 
we live our lives. It will be tough work for us, but let’s 
do it anyway. It will be worth it.

Prayer: Loving God, I am thankful that others have 
prepared the way for me to have a relationship with 
you. Let me join in the work of John the Baptist and 
countless others so that others might know your love 
as I do. Amen.

Wednesday, December 5 | By Abby Johnson
Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the 

Lord with celebration! Come before him with shouts of joy! 
Know that the Lord is God—he made us; we belong to him. 
We are his people, the sheep of his own pasture. Enter his 
gates with thanks; enter his courtyards with praise! Thank 
him! Bless his name! Because the Lord is good, his loyal 
love lasts forever; his faithfulness lasts generation after 

generation.  
- Psalm 100

It was Christmas Eve, before I had Trent, and I was 
back at my home church. It was our family tradition 
and returning to my church with my family at 
Christmas, especially my grandparents, had always 
been incredibly special to me. I’d been working at 
Arborlawn for well over ten years and we had just 
come off a beautiful Festival of Advent, as we do each 
year, and I gotta tell you the music wasn’t cutting it 
for me. The organ was electric, the choir was small, 
I no longer knew most of the people around me. It 
just wasn’t filling my worship needs.

I got wrapped up in being critical of how a church 
does worship. And on Christmas Eve! I forgot that 
worship is so much more than that. Sure, it’s great 
when worship does an incredible job of facilitating 
your ability to worship the Lord. But, sometimes you 
have to move past that and find a way to worship 
God regardless of what’s going on around you. On 
Christmas, on any given Sunday, at any moment 
and on any day, we are called to serve the Lord with 
celebration, to enter the courtyards of God with 
praise. 

It shouldn’t be conditional. It shouldn’t be 
dependent on what kind of organ there is, on if you 
know the songs, on the color of the carpet, or on 
what pew you find yourself sitting. Jesus came into 
this world to save us from sin, to show us a new way. 
And yet, as followers of Christ, we still get stuck in 
our selfish ways, even on Christmas. When worship 
becomes more about us than how we honor God, is 
it even worship?

That Christmas, I was reminded that my worship 
style may have changed, but I was to rise above that 
and make that moment of worship about the birth 
of Jesus. Period. At the end of the service, we lit our 
candles and raised them high, sang my favorite song, 
“Silent Night,” and all was well. But, I don’t forget that 
I got in my own way first and forgot why I was there. 
To celebrate the new born child, born in a manger. 
A child I had chosen to faithfully follow and strive to 
live more like daily. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, use this Christmas season to help 
me to know and remember what worship is all 
about and that we are your people. Help me to rise 
above myself to worship you in all that I do, in every 
moment of every day, and not just for an hour a 
week. Amen.

Thursday, December 6 |  
By Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez

I love the feature on Facebook that shows past 
memories. What was I doing or what was important 
to me a year ago, or several years ago? Facebook will 
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show you! The other day, one memory popped up 
that stuck with me. It was from worship at Arborlawn 
two years ago when we sang “This little light of 
mine, I’m going to let it shine....” You know the song. 
Perhaps you sang it as a child. I sure remember it. 
We sang it as a congregation in one of the traditional 
services, and out of the corner of my eye, I saw a child 
with his index finger pointing up as his “light,” just as 
we learned growing up. He had no care in the world 
that others could see him. He was proud to shine his 
light. When did we as adults become too “grown up” 
to stop putting our finger up, shining our light for all 
to see? I’m sure you learned the song like that, to put 
your light up, and wave it around. But, when did you 
stop doing that? 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t 
extinguish the light.” - John 1:5

Christ is the light within us, and we are called to 
shine brightly. That includes to people we don’t 
know, in places we feel like the minority. How can 
we have faith, like a child, showing boldness about 
shining our light of Christ? The world is dark. The 
world needs the light of Christ so very desperately. 
Christ needs us to be that light!

Prayer: God of us all, embolden me to be the light of 
your Christ to everyone I meet. Give me courage and 
strength to let my light shine and to have child-like 
faith to proclaim your message of hope. Amen.

Friday, December 7 | By Jackson Christenberry
“How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss – 
The Father turns His face away, 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory.”

I was seven years old sitting in a bean bag at school 
scouring through all of these cool animal fact sheets 
my teacher had put together for the class that 
day. I was hunting for any sign of hope that I could 
somehow get a monkey for a pet. I knew there was a 
way to make it happen, and I was determined to find 
it. As I looked up from my reading, I noticed that Ms. 
James had come into our classroom and was talking 
with Ms. Bradbury in hushed voices. I remember they 
looked really scared. Next thing I knew, moms were 
showing up at the door to pick their kids up and take 
them back home (we had only been at school for 
an hour or two). All of a sudden my mom was in the 
doorway telling me to get my things so we could go 
home. I complied, though I was not done finding my 
answer to my gorilla problem. The drive home was 
quiet. Once we got home mom sat down and shared 
with me what had happened at the World Trade 

Center that morning. I didn’t really understand it, but 
I knew it was serious.

This day we call 9/11 would go on to become one 
of the most visible displays of our broken human 
condition. So, why did Jesus come? He knew the 
depravity of our situation. He knew the hatred we are 
so easily capable of. He knew how messed up we can 
be, how self centered, yet he came. Why?

I think it’s because he loves us. But, to be clear, not at 
all because of what we do. Nor for who we are. But 
rather, for whose we are. We are children of God and 
Jesus knew that. He knew the love that God has for 
us, so he chose to embody it. You’ve heard that Jesus 
is the reason for the Christmas season, but the truth 
is that WE are the reason for the season. Jesus came 
for us. What other reason would, alone in a stable, 
a king choose to be born to barn animals, refugees, 
and prickly hay?

Prayer: Holy Father, Thank you for your great love. 
Help me to sit and reflect on your love throughout 
the rest of this season. Amen.

Saturday, December 8 | Family Devotional 
By Kim Cordell

Misconception: Jesus is the Reason for the 
Season

Truth: We are the Reason for the Season

Jesus was born on Christmas Day, but the 
season is about all of the people coming 
together and being there for each other. 

What can your family do this season to help 
others?

What can you do to be the reason for others 
happiness?

Put a basket out someplace in your house. 
Discuss with your family what you would like 
to collect for others this season: canned goods 
for the food pantry, toiletries for the homeless, 
toys or clothes from your closet to donate to 
Goodwill or a shelter?

Each day during Advent add something to your 
basket. At the end of the season, go as a family 
and donate it to others in your community.

Instead of getting something each day, you 
give to someone else. This is a great way to look 
beyond ourselves this season and help others 
that might be in need.



A Service of Word and Music: The Festival of Advent 
Sunday, December 9, 2018 

8:45 and 11:00 am

*The text in italics is intended to help guide you through this service of worship. If you have further questions about  
worship, please contact one of the pastors or music staff; contact information can be found at arborlawnumc.org.

Before worship begins, take time to connect with those around you.

PREPARATION
As worship begins, it is our deepest prayer that you feel welcome in this place we call, “Home.” Once the Greeting 

is finished, allow the Prelude, and Choral Introit to settle your mind and your heart. Take this time to sit in prayer or 
meditation and allow the Holy Spirit to prepare you for this hour of singing, praying, preaching, and listening  

to our God who is already here, and yet whose birth we will celebrate at the end of these coming weeks.

Greeting           Chris Mesa

 Orchestra Prelude         Dan Goeller  
“Christmas Fantasy”

 Choral Introit      Mack Wilberg  
“I Saw Three Ships Come Sailing In”

I saw three ships come sailing in, on Christmas Day in the morning. What was in those ships all three? On Christmas Day in the morning. 
Our Savior Christ and His lady, on Christmas Day in the morning. Pray, whither sailed those ships all three? On Christmas Day in the 
morning. O, they sailed in to Bethlehem, on Christmas Day in the morning. And all the bells on earth shall ring, on Christmas Day in the 
morning. And all the angels in Heav’n shall sing, on Christmas Day in the morning. All the souls on earth shall sing, on Christmas Day in 
the morning. Then let us all rejoice a-gain! On Christmas Day in the morning. Christmas Day!

 Call to Worship                                          Joy Dister-Dominguez (8:45); Rachel Moraw (11:00)

We are doing a lot of waiting, a lot of expecting—surely what is to come will last more than 24 hours!

“You, Bethlehem, land of Judah, by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah.”

We are doing a lot of waiting, a lot of expecting—surely what we sing of this day has the power to last all 
year!

“Because from you will come one who governs, who will shepherd my people Israel.”

ADORATION
God has called each of us to worship this day, and because of this we cannot help but stand and sing in praise  

and thanksgiving. In these moments, lift your voices to God. The hymn number is provided and can be  
found in The United Methodist Hymnal in the pew rack in front of you. After the Opening Carol  

we will light a candle each week to celebrate this season of hope, as we near closer  
to the birth of Christ Jesus and the arrival of God’s kingdom at Christmas.

* Opening Carol, No. 234                     John Rutter
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Stanzas 1, 2, 3, and 6

 Lighting the Advent Candle                  Verne Fuqua

This is a season of light—a season of truth. And yet, mysteries and misconceptions abound. Our eyes have 
already begun to look to the end. What’s coming is incredibly more than we can see. If we wait well, 
minds can be changed, hearts can open up, and the world can be transformed, because this is what 
Advent is about.

We light a candle this day as a symbol of peace—peace that we can sing of—peace that we can wage 
year round—peace that has no end—because this is what Advent is about.

This morning the Advent Candle is lit by the Senior High Sunday School Class (8:45)  
and the Open Door Sunday School Class (11:00).
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 Anthem          John Rutter
“Angels’ Carol”

Have you heard the sound of the angel voices ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear? Have you seen the star shining out so brightly 
as a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here? Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven to the humble shepherds who 
have waited long? Gloria in excelsis Deo! Hear the angels sing their joyful song. He is come in peace in the winter’s stillness, like a gentle 
snow fall in the gentle night: He is come in joy like the sun at morning filling all the world with radiance and with light. He is come in 
love as the child of Mary; in a simple stable we have seen his birth: Gloria in excelsis Deo! Hear them sing ‘Peace on earth’. He will bring 
new light to a world in darkness, like a bright star shining in the skies above; He will bring new hope to the waiting nations when he 
comes to reign in purity and love. Let the earth rejoice at the Saviour’s coming: Let the heavens answer with the joyful morn: Gloria in 
excelsis Deo! Hear the angels singing ‘Christ is born’.

INTERCESSION
Prayer is not something we do alone. In these moments, the prayers, or “Petitions of the Church” are read by one  

of the ministers. Silently, you are invited to lift other prayers of joy or concern that you may have to God.  
Allow the Morning Prayer led by the minister to become your prayer that each of us might find  

hope and comfort through this communal time of intercession.

 Petitions of the Church                                                  Joy Dister-Dominguez (8:45); Rachel Moraw (11:00)

 The Morning Prayer

 Anthem             Barlow Bradford 
“Suo-gan”

Sleep my baby on my bosom warm and cozy may you rest, Mother’s arms are ‘round you tightly, Mother’s love is in my breast. Not a 
thing shall mar your resting, nor a person do you harm, be at rest, darling baby, sleep my baby, on your mam. Sleep in peace tonight, 
my beauty sweetly sleep my work of art; why have you just started smiling, smiling gently in your heart? Could it be some angels smiling 
down on you in smiling rest, with you smiling back and sleeping, slumb’ring sweetly on my breast? Fret you not ‘tis but an oak leaf 
beating, beating at the door.  Fret you not, a lonely wavelet murm’ring on the shore. Sleep my child, here there’s nothing, nothing that 
can frighten you; smile in peace upon my bosom on the distant angels true.

 Anthem                 Mack Wilberg 
“Away in a Manger” 

Arborlawn Children’s Choir

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. The stars in the bright sky looked down where He 
lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.  The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. I love Thee, 
Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, and stay by my cradle till morning is night. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay close by me 
forever, and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and fit us for Heaven to live with Thee there.

 Anthem                     Joel Raney 
“An Antiphonal Noel” 

Arborlawn Children’s Choir

Sing noel on this Christmas night, sing noel. Earth is filled with a holy light, sing noel. Angels lift their praises high, sing noel. Mary 
whispers a lullaby, sing noel. Alleluia, sing noel. Joyous news, glad tidings tell. Alleluia, sing noel. Joyous news, glad tidings tell. Sing noel. 
Born is the King of Israel. Sing noel.

* Carol                       John Rutter
“The First Noel”

The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep: 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel!

They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east, beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night:  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel!
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Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, 
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught, 
And with his blood mankind hath bought: 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel! 

RESPONSE
Having already met God in worship this day, we cannot help but respond. In these moments we will give of our tithes 

and offerings. One of the ministers will pray over these gifts that they might be used for the work of love  
in our community and in the world.  

 The Morning Offering     Ethan Gregory

 Responding with Our Gifts     

 Choral Offertory                 G.F. Handel
“For Unto Us a Child is Born”

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given. And the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His Name shall be called 
Wonderful! Counselor! The Mighty God! The Everlasting Father! The Prince of peace!

PROCLAMATION
We have praised our God and prayed together. In these moments of worship, through scripture and preaching,  

listen for what God is saying to you and to us this day. As with each aspect of our worship, we think this time  
matters. And so, you may wish to take notes somewhere in this worship guide, in your Bible or journal,  

or even on your phone. There are pens in the pew rack in front of you, if you need one.

 Gospel Lesson, Matthew 2:1-12                                                 Anna Schumacher (8:45); Allyn Needham (11:00)

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King Herod, magi came from the 
east to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We’ve seen his star in the east, and we’ve 
come to honor him.” When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem was troubled with 
him. He gathered all the chief priests and the legal experts and asked them where the Christ was to be born. They 
said, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote: You, Bethlehem, land of Judah, by no means are 
you least among the rulers of Judah, because from you will come one who governs, who will shepherd my people 
Israel.” Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time when the star had first ap-
peared. He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search carefully for the child. When you’ve found him, report 
to me so that I too may go and honor him.” When they heard the king, they went; and look, the star they had 
seen in the east went ahead of them until it stood over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, 
they were filled with joy. They entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, 
they honored him. Then they opened their treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. Because they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by 
another route.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Anthem           Mark Riese 
“God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen”

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay. Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day. Good tidings of comfort 
and joy. To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray. Oh tidings of comfort and joy! Now to the Lord sing praises, all you 
within this place. And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace. This holy tide of Christmas is drawing on apace. Oh 
tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy.

 Old Testament Lesson, Exodus 13:6-10          

You must eat unleavened bread for seven days. The seventh day is a festival to the LORD. Only unleavened bread 
should be eaten for seven days. No leavened bread and no yeast should be seen among you in your whole country. 
You should explain to your child on that day, ‘It’s because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of 
Egypt.’ “It will be a sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead so that you will often discuss the LORD’s 
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Instruction, for the LORD brought you out of Egypt with great power. So you should follow this regulation at its 
appointed time every year.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Sermon            Chris Mesa 
“It’s All Over on the 26th”

COMMISSION
We have praised and sung to God. We have prayed. We have read scripture and heard preaching. We have  

responded both with our gifts and with our thanksgiving. Now it is time to be sent forth into the world to engage  
in our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. As we sing our final carol  
together, you may wish to respond to God in an even deeper way: through professing your faith or by joining us  

as a member of this place we call, “Home.” If God is calling you to this kind of response, please come forward  
to the front of the Sanctuary, where the ministers can assist you in these final moments of worship.

* Carol, No. 240                              John Rutter
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

 Reception of New Members
We rejoice to recognize you as a member of Christ’s Holy Church and bid you welcome to Arborlawn 
United Methodist Church. With you, we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, and our witness.

DISCIPLES BEAR FRUIT
* Blessing and Sending

* Choral Benediction                        G.F. Handel
“Hallelujah Chorus”

Hallelujah! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. Hallelujah! The kingdom of this world is become the Kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever. King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Hallelujah!

 Postlude                                                              Jerry Westenkuehler  
“Toccata on a French Bell Carol”

*All who are able, please stand.  
Congregational response in bold.
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FIRST FRUIT OF DISCIPLESHIP
MULTIPLICATION

Just as Advent is a season in the life of the church, so is Christmas. The awe and wonder of this upcoming 
day is not over on December 25. Christmas is a season also. As people who follow Jesus the season of 
Christmas is a part of our story. The birth of the Christ child and the unending presence of our God across 
time and space convey profound truths, and in some moment or season of our lives these truths became 
a part of our story, a story that we are called to tell to others. At Arborlawn we call the act of telling others 
how Christ has changed our story Multiplication. Bear the fruit of Multiplication in a practical way this 
week by going home and choosing one decoration to keep out until at least the end of the Christmas 
season. We call this day Epiphany, which takes place twelve days after Christmas (January 6). Use this 
decoration to talk with your family or friends about why the Christmas story matters to you. This is what it 
means to bear the fruit of Multiplication.

Live Streaming of Worship: 
Beginning with the season of Advent you will be able to view and participate in our Traditional Sunday 
morning worship service live on your computer or mobile device. The service will be broadcast on our 
Facebook and YouTube pages, as well as on our website. This will be a great feature for our guests and 
members who are traveling or who are stuck at home on a Sunday morning. We will also be able to reach 
people who have never stepped foot in our Sanctuary before. 

Living streaming will launch officially, beginning Sunday, December 16!
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FIRST FRUIT OF  
DISCIPLESHIP 
MULTIPLICATION

Just as Advent is a season in the life of the 
church, so is Christmas. The awe and wonder 
of this upcoming day is not over on December 
25. Christmas is a season also. As people who 
follow Jesus the season of Christmas is a part 
of our story. The birth of the Christ child and 
the unending presence of our God across 
time and space convey profound truths, and 
in some moment or season of our lives these 
truths became a part of our story, a story that 
we are called to tell to others. At Arborlawn 
we call the act of telling others how Christ has 
changed our story Multiplication. Bear the fruit 
of Multiplication in a practical way this week 
by going home and choosing one decoration to 
keep out until at least the end of the Christmas 
season. We call this day Epiphany, which takes 
place twelve days after Christmas (January 6). 
Use this decoration to talk with your family or 
friends about why the Christmas story matters 
to you. This is what it means to bear the fruit of 
Multiplication.

Eleven 11 Worship
December 9 | 11:11 am | Worship Center

NOTES:
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DAILY DEVOTIONALS
DECEMBER 9 - 15

Sunday, December 9 |  
By Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez

“When they saw the star, they were filled with joy. They 
entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. 
Falling to their knees, they honored him. Then they opened 
their treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  Because they were warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own 
country by another route. - Matthew 2:10-12

As a little girl, I remember opening presents that 
were under the tree at my Grandparent’s house, and 
several remained sitting there that I couldn’t open. 
I had waited several weeks leading up to Christmas, 
the presents were staring at me, and now that it was 
Christmas, are you telling me I can’t open them, still? 
My Gramma and Grandpa began a tradition of the 12 
Days of Christmas, explaining to me that Christmas 
didn’t end on December 25, but continued for 
12 days, ending on the celebration of Epiphany. 
Epiphany is when we honor the arrival of the Magi 
who come to celebrate the birth of Christ. 

The point my Grandparents were trying to make 
was that Christmas was not over on the 25th. We 
continued to celebrate Christ every day, and the 
difference Christ made in our lives. Perhaps as a 
child I celebrated by getting gifts, but as an adult, I 
celebrate by receiving Christ and offering Christ to 
others, every day. 

What does that look like, to receive and offer Christ 
daily? To receive Christ is to receive forgiveness and 
grace, and surrender to the way of Jesus, not insisting 
on our own way. When we allow Jesus to work in our 
hearts and minds, our actions reflect these changes. 
With a changed heart, we extend forgiveness and 
grace to others, even if we feel they don’t deserve it. 
Jesus came for everyone! When the Magi fell to their 
knees to honor Jesus, their hearts and lives were 
changed; how are you honoring Jesus? How do you 
need to receive Christ and in turn extend Christ to 
others? What reminders can you make to continue 
the attitude of Christmas all year long, and not have 
it stop on December 25? 

Prayer: Jesus, I accept your love, grace, and 
forgiveness in my life. Help me to be your hands and 
feet to all I meet. Empower me to honor you every 
day of the year, and not just on December 25. Amen. 

Monday, December 10 | By Sherry Roth
“For all have sinned and fall short of the Glory of God.”  

- Romans 3:23

“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” - Romans 5:8

The Rothlings learned at an early age to keep a 
running Christmas list throughout the year, updating 
it as something cooler came along. During one 
night’s bedtime prayer, I remember our oldest, Zach, 
subtly slipping in, “Help me be good so Santa will 
bring me lots of presents.” Whoever started the tale 
that Santa only brings presents to good little boys 
and girls was totally a parent. Bribery works like a 
charm.

Unfortunately, God is viewed too similarly to Santa 
Claus. “Be good so God will bless you,” or “Be good 
so you can get into heaven.” As a matter of fact, 
God’s gift of baby Jesus was totally for the opposite 
reason—God sent Jesus because we were bad. None 
of us are humanly worthy of God’s “perfect gift.” “For 
all have sinned and fall short of the Glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). 

God’s the only one who truly sees us when we’re 
sleeping. God knows when we’re awake, and God 
definitely knows when we’ve been good or bad, but 
it doesn’t make any difference which we’ve been—
God continually gives God’s gift of grace for our lack 
of goodness sake. 

Do we follow Santa’s example and put stipulations 
on our gift giving, gifts like our time and attention, 
money, resources, and support, love and 
compassion? Do we give only when we approve 
of the person or the circumstances? Are our gifts 
primarily determined by whether or not our standard 
of “good” is being met? Or, do we follow God’s 
example and give out of the graciousness of our 
hearts? Do we give regardless or maybe even in spite 
of less than perfect conditions? Do we extend the 
same grace to others that Christ gives so freely to us?

Every parent knows that it really doesn’t matter how 
naughty the children have been, “Santa” is going 
to lavish as much on them as the pocket book will 
allow (and then get all the credit). May we be just as 
generous with our gift giving as God is with God’s 
grace giving!

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for loving me when 
I’m good, but especially when I’m bad. Thank you 
for your gift of Jesus who gave his life for me. Give 
me a heart of graciousness and generosity to others 
not only during this season of Advent, but 24/7/365. 
Amen.
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Tuesday, December 11 | By Karen Gossett
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. - Isaiah 9:6

For musicians, rehearsal on Christmas music begins 
early (often in September or October). It takes a 
while to perfect all those notes and rhythms and to 
create beautiful music. Arborlawn’s Chancel Choir 
is performing two pieces from Messiah by George 
Frideric Handel this season: “For Unto Us a Child is 
Born” and “Hallelujah.”  

I remember singing these pieces for the first time as 
a Seminary student in a 200 voice choir, with a full 
orchestra. I was awed by the majesty and glory of 
the music. Tears welled in my eyes as we proclaimed, 
“The kingdom of this world has become the 
Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.” And, within 
the fugue the sopranos, altos, tenors, and basses 
weave the repetition of the words, “and he shall reign 
for ever and ever.” The chorus swells and builds until 
all are proclaiming “King of Kings, and Lord of Lords” 
and all voices join together in a mighty “Hallelujah!” I 
will admit that I was terrified that I would be the one 
singer to forget the dramatic pause before the final 
triumphant “Hallelujah!” and sing an unplanned solo 
at that point!

Now, when I see these pieces appearing in my 
choir folder it is like welcoming old friends back 
into my life. Years of singing the alto part, and 
remembering that final moment of silence before 
the big “Hallelujah!” give me the confidence that I 
can successfully navigate the twists and turns of the 
songs. Music teachers used to say, “Practice makes 
perfect.” In truth, “Practice makes permanent.” 
And, isn’t that true for people of faith? Time spent 
in relationship with Jesus gives us the confidence 
to navigate the twists and turns of life. We can be 
confident that God is with us, because over and over, 
in happy times and in crisis, God has been with us. 

Handel signed his work with “Soli Deo Gloria,” which 
is a Latin term for Glory to God alone. The term 
explained that the work was produced for the sake 
of praising God. We can move through the craziness 
of this busy season with the peace and confidence 
that God is with us. We practice being with God every 
single day. We know God loved us so much to send 
the tiny Christ child to be in relationship with us. Out 
of our experiences of walking with God, we have the 
confidence to proclaim, “Hallelujah!”

Prayer: Dear God, let my life sing “Hallelujah” to you 
every day. Amen.

Wednesday, December 12 | By Rev. Chris Mesa

Brenda and I love looking at Christmas lights. It’s 

a busy season for people like me, but on those 
evenings where I’ve got an unscheduled hour or 
two I’ll call Brenda from the car and say, “I’m on my 
way to pick you up!” We’ll stop and grab a cup of hot 
chocolate somewhere and then head out on the 
town in search of Christmas lights.

The lights we’ll see will all be different; some people 
do all white lights, some do lots of different colors. 
Some homes will have magnificently choreographed 
light shows, others will have a single string of lights 
strung along the front porch. Some folks have lighted 
inflatable Santas and reindeer, some folks have 
lighted wooden cutouts of elves, and some folks have 
lights strung in every tree. But, one constant remains 
in our annual Christmas light pilgrimage: Brenda’s 
criteria for grading.

Brenda is a math person. Brenda writes math 
curriculum, trains math teachers, and supervises all 
junior and senior high math processes for a large 
school district. Brenda likes things straight. And, as 
we cruise around town enjoying the lights, Brenda 
can’t help giving out a few grades. Whether your 
display is quite elaborate or quite unpretentious 
doesn’t really matter to Brenda. She just wants the 
lights to be straight.

We laugh at her mania for straightness. But, 
straightness is an Advent thing. A commonly used 
scripture during Advent comes from Isaiah 40. The 
Message Bible says it this way: 

“Prepare for God’s arrival! Make the road straight and 
smooth” (Isaiah 40:3b).

Sometimes the road to Christ’s arrival into our lives 
is anything but straight and smooth. Instead, it’s 
filled with roadblocks and potholes; consumerism, 
overindulgence, and just plain exhaustion block 
the road. Make the road as straight as you can this 
season. 

Prayer: God, Help me prepare for Christmas in prayer. 
Help me take time to worship. Help me to get a 
little rest. And whenever I can, help me enjoy some 
Christmas lights, straight or not, remembering that 
Christ is the light of the world. Amen.

Thursday, December 13 |  
By Dr. Jerry Westenkuehler

“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews?  For we observed his star at its rising and 

have come to pay him homage.” - Matthew 2:1-2

Having participated in many nativity productions 
over the years, I’ve noticed that many wise men 
show up at the stable on Christmas Eve. Also, most 
every nativity scene ever made has gift-bearing wise 
men knocking at the stable door. Although Biblical 
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scholars do not know the precise time of the magi’s 
visit, most agree it was probably a couple of years 
after Christ’s birth. Regardless of when they visited, 
we can see the effort involved to find the newborn 
king and bring him their gifts.  

When we celebrate the birth of Christ at Christmas, 
we’re celebrating the great gift that God gave us 
with God’s son. The season and spirit of Christmas 
should not end on December 26. It should instead 
be rekindled in our hearts so that we may spread 
the news about God’s great gift to us. The story 
doesn’t end with the manger, the shepherds, the 
wise men, Christ’s teachings, death, resurrection, or 
return to heaven. In fact, Christ’s story never ends. 
It goes on forever! The second stanza of the famous 
Christmas carol, We Three Kings says: “Born a King on 
Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.” 

Prayer:
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! Amen. 
(O Little Town of Bethlehem-Stanza 4).

Friday, December 14 | By Rev. Nick Scott
Let me hear what the Lord God says, because he speaks 

peace to his people and to his faithful ones. Don’t let 
them return to foolish ways. God’s salvation is very close 
to those who honor him so that his glory can live in our 

land. Faithful love and truth have met; righteousness and 
peace have kissed. Truth springs up from the ground; 

righteousness gazes down from heaven. Yes, the Lord gives 
what is good, and our land yields its produce.  

- Psalm 85:8-12

I took both school and competition pretty seriously 
when I was in elementary school! So, when school 
gave me an opportunity to compete in the 5th 
grade science fair, I was all in. I did groundbreaking 
research to discover what kind of fertilizer worked 
best to grow strawberry plants (It’s Phosphorus). I 
watered those plants regularly. They looked beautiful 
in my display, and I won my school science fair. I 
continued to water those plants regularly, and they 
still looked beautiful for the district science fair, 
which I also won.

I was at the top of my game it seemed, but then 
the fun of the project had run its course. I stopped 
watering those plants regularly. When the regional 
science fair took place later on TCU’s campus my 
display included wilted, dry strawberry plants. I didn’t 
win. I didn’t even place. In short, I stopped watering 
the plants. They died. I lost.

It is the same with Advent and Christmas for us 
sometimes! We are really into Jesus and welcoming 
Jesus into our lives for 25 days! And, then the 
presents are unwrapped and set aside. The tree is 

put away, and following Jesus seems a lot less fun. 
The Psalmist encourages us not to “return to our 
foolish ways,” and reminds us that “God’s salvation 
is very close to those who honor God.” Jesus is God’s 
salvation and is available year-round, not only at 
Christmas and Easter! Let us continue to take special 
care of our relationship with Jesus! Let’s water our 
relationship with Jesus regularly!

We’ll live. We’ll win.

Prayer: Loving God, let this season not be the only 
time I work on my relationship with you! Instead, 
let it be the beginning of a continuing, life giving 
relationship that is year-round and lifelong. Amen.

Saturday, December 15 | Family Devotional 
By Kim Cordell

Misconception: It’s All Over on the 26th

Truth: Christmas should have the power to 
change hearts, minds, and behavior all year long.

Don’t you wish you could bottle up and keep 
the Christmas spirit all year long? It is such a 
magical time of year with your house decorated 
so pretty and beautiful music playing on the 
radio. I have good news for you! Even though 
we will put away the Christmas tree and take 
down the lights and eat all of the Christmas 
cookies, we do not need to stop being excited 
about Christmas. We can have Christmas spirit 
in January, February, March, April…all year long.  

Everyday of the year we can fill our lives with 
good things because God is ALWAYS with us!  

As a family make a list of all of the things you 
can do together during the year to keep the 
Christmas spirit alive. Prayer, kindness, and 
giving are a few examples.  

Tomorrow in Sunday School the kids will be 
making crowns. These crowns are for them to 
take home and keep out all year as a reminder 
that Jesus is King and He is Always with Us, even 
after Christmas is over.



A Service of the Word 
Sunday, December 16, 2018 

8:45 and 11:00 am
*The text in italics is intended to help guide you through this service of worship. If you have further questions about  

worship, please contact one of the pastors or music staff; contact info can be found at arborlawnumc.org.

Before worship begins, take time to connect with those around you.

PREPARATION
As worship begins, it is our deepest prayer that you feel welcome in this place we call, “Home.” Once the Greeting is 

finished, allow the chimes, Prelude, and Choral Introit to settle your mind and your heart. Take this time to sit in prayer 
or meditation and allow the Holy Spirit to prepare you for this hour of singing, praying, preaching, and listening  

to our God who is already here, and yet whose birth we will celebrate at the end of this season.

 Greeting           Chris Mesa

 Chiming the Hour 

 Prelude                    Mark Hayes  
“Ding Dong! Merrily on High” 

Chancel Handbell Choir

 Choral Introit                    Tyler Brooks  
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

 Call to Worship                       Chris Mesa

What exactly is coming this season? Is there more than just a child being born?

“In the same way, when you see these things happening, you know that God’s kingdom is near.”

Could it be that birth is ongoing? Could it be that each of us has a part to play?

“Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is with you!”

Whether it’s a baby or kingdom, or quite possibly both, can we agree that none of this is ordinary?

“Therefore, the one who is to be born will be holy.”

ADORATION
God has called each of us to worship this day, and because of this we cannot help but stand and sing in praise  
and thanksgiving. In these moments, lift your voices to God. The hymn number is provided and can be found in  

The United Methodist Hymnal in the pew rack in front of you. After the Processional Carol we will light a candle each 
week to celebrate this season of hope, as we near closer to the birth of Christ Jesus and the arrival of God’s kingdom  

at Christmas. Once the candle is lit, the Organ Interlude will help us ready ourselves for prayer.

* Processional Carol, No. 211            VENI EMMANUEL
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Stanzas 1, 4, 5, 6, and 7 

 Lighting the Advent Candle              Joy Dister-Dominguez

This is a season of light—a season of truth. And yet, mysteries and misconceptions abound. Our eyes are 
already on Bethlehem, but we are not even there yet. What’s coming is beginning to break in all around 
us. If we wait well, minds can be changed, hearts can open up, and the world can be transformed, 
because this is what Advent is about.

We light a candle this day as a symbol of joy—joy that overtakes fear—joy that collaborates with the 
divine in unexpected places—joy that will never bend nor break—because this is what Advent is about.

This morning the Advent Candle is lit by the Journey Sunday School Class (8:45)  
and the Covenant Sunday School Class (11:00).

 Organ Interlude
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INTERCESSION
Prayer is not something we do alone. In these moments, the prayers, or “Petitions of the Church” are read by one  
of the ministers, followed by the choral “Call to Prayer.” During the music, you are invited to lift other prayers of joy  

or concern that you may have to God. Once the singing is over, allow the Morning Prayer led by the minister,  
the Lord’s Prayer, which we recite together, and the Carol, which we will sing, to become your prayer  

that each of us might find hope and comfort through this communal time of intercession.

 Petitions of the Church           Chris Mesa

 Call to Prayer                     ST. LOUIS
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

 The Morning Prayer

 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

* Carol, No. 218                          CAROL
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

RESPONSE
When we meet God in worship, we cannot help but respond. On this Sunday we will respond through giving  

our tithes and our offerings. One of the ministers will pray over these gifts that they might be used for the work  
of love in our community and in the world, and then we will sing as a sign of our thanks for these gifts.

 The Morning Offering                    Verne Fuqua

 Responding with Our Gifts     

 Offertory             Arnold Sherman
“Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella” 

Chancel Handbell Choir

 Dedication of Tithes and Offerings                     GLORIA

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

PROCLAMATION
We have praised our God and prayed together. In these moments of worship, through scripture and preaching,  
listen for what God is saying to you and to us this day. The two scripture readings are separated by an Anthem;  

in these words, sung by the choir, the preaching has already begun. As with each aspect of our worship, we  
think this time matters. And so, you may wish to take notes somewhere in this worship guide, in your Bible  

or journal, or even on your phone. There are pens in the pew rack in front of you, if you need one.

 Gospel Lesson, Luke 21:25-36                                                              Leslie Cook (8:45) Scott Davis (11:00)

“There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. On the earth, there will be dismay among nations in their 
confusion over the roaring of the sea and surging waves. The planets and other heavenly bodies will be shaken, 
causing people to faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world. Then they will see the Human 
One coming on a cloud with power and great splendor. Now when these things begin to happen, stand up 
straight and raise your heads, because your redemption is near.” Jesus told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree 
and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. In the same 
way, when you see these things happening, you know that God’s kingdom is near. I assure you that this generation 
won’t pass away until everything has happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will certainly not 
pass away. “Take care that your hearts aren’t dulled by drinking parties, drunkenness, and the anxieties of day-to-
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day life. Don’t let that day fall upon you unexpectedly, like a trap. It will come upon everyone who lives on the face 
of the whole earth. Stay alert at all times, praying that you are strong enough to escape everything that is about to 
happen and to stand before the Human One.”

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Anthem                     John Rutter 
“Angel Tidings”

In all towns and villages both far and near, angel host bear tidings in strain full clear: Joy comes to every nation, Joy to this generation, 
Christ is here; Christ is here. Listen to the story of his wondrous birth; how he came so long ago to us on earth; born of a virgin mother 
blessed above all other, born today, born today. In a manger lying in poverty; peace he brings at Christmastide to you and me; tell of 
his birth that saved us, tell of the love he gave us, Christ our Lord, Christ our Lord. Sing then and be joyful on this Christmas night; follow 
with the wise men the star so bright; lead you to his own glory, tell out the wondrous story: Christ is born, Christ is born today.

 Gospel Lesson, Luke 1:26-38 

When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in Galilee, to a virgin 
who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The virgin’s name was Mary. When 
the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is with you!” She was confused by these words and 
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. Look! 
You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and he will be called the 
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of David his father. He will rule over Jacob’s house 
forever, and there will be no end to his kingdom.” Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since I 
haven’t had sexual relations with a man?” The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born will be holy. He will be called God’s Son. 
Look, even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman who was labeled ‘unable to 
conceive’ is now six months pregnant. Nothing is impossible for God.” Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let 
it be with me just as you have said.” Then the angel left her.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Sermon                 Ethan Gregory 
“It’s Only about the Baby”

COMMISSION
We have praised and sung to God. We have prayed. We have read scripture and heard preaching. We have  

responded both with our gifts and with our thanksgiving. Now it is time to be sent forth into the world to engage  
in our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. As we sing our final Carol  
together, you may wish to respond to God in an even deeper way: through professing your faith or by joining us  

as a member of this place we call, “Home.” If God is calling you to this kind of response, please come forward  
to the front of the Sanctuary, where the ministers can assist you in these final moments of worship.

* Carol, No. 238                               GLORIA
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

DISCIPLES BEAR FRUIT
 Reception of New Members

We rejoice to recognize you as a member of Christ’s Holy Church and bid you welcome to Arborlawn 
United Methodist Church. With you, we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, and our witness.

* Blessing and Sending

* Congregational Benediction            GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

Go, tell it on the mountain,  
Over the hills and everywhere; 
Go, tell it on the mountain,  
That Jesus Christ is born.
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 Postlude                                                                              Dan Miller  
“Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”

*All who are able, please stand.  
Congregational response in bold.

The flowers in the Lower Commons are given to the glory of God in  
loving memory of Phil Thomas and Peggy White by Trish Thomas.

FIRST FRUIT OF DISCIPLESHIP
LOVING

This season is certainly about a birth. But, more than simply the Christ child is being born this season. With 
Advent and Christmas comes the birth of God’s kingdom, the place of love and justice in the world. In 
the midst of our waiting, God’s kingdom is slowly breaking in once again. However, this kingdom doesn’t 
come all by itself; it breaks in through our love put into actions. At Arborlawn we call love in action the fruit 
of Loving. Bear the fruit of Loving in a practical way this week by paying attention to the needs of others. 
This time of the month it’s easy to focus in on our immediate needs and the needs of our family, but as 
you are moving from one store (online or physically), one party, or one event to another, stop to pause. Put 
some spare change in the red kettle, buy a toy for a child on an Angel Tree, or pick up some extra items at 
the grocery story to bring to the Arborlawn Food Pantry. There are countless other ways to bear the fruit of 
Loving this week and with each and every one God’s kingdom comes that much more near.
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Eleven 11 Worship | Cocoa and Carols
December 16 | 9:45 and 11:11 am | Worship Center

NOTES:

FIRST FRUIT OF  
DISCIPLESHIP 
LOVING

This season is certainly about a birth. But, more 
than simply the Christ child is being born this 
season. With Advent and Christmas comes the 
birth of God’s kingdom, the place of love and 
justice in the world. In the midst of our waiting, 
God’s kingdom is slowly breaking in once 
again. However, this kingdom doesn’t come all 
by itself; it breaks in through our love put into 
actions. At Arborlawn we call love in action 
the fruit of Loving. Bear the fruit of Loving in a 
practical way this week by paying attention to 
the needs of others. This time of the month it’s 
easy to focus in on our immediate needs and 
the needs of our family, but as you are moving 
from one store (online or physically), one party, 
or one event to another, stop to pause. Put 
some spare change in the red kettle, buy a toy 
for a child on an Angel Tree, or pick up some 
extra items at the grocery story to bring to the 
Arborlawn Food Pantry. There are countless 
other ways to bear the fruit of Loving this week 
and with each and every one God’s kingdom 
comes that much more near.
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DAILY DEVOTIONALS
DECEMBER 16 - 22

Sunday, December 16 | By Ethan Gregory
Then they will see the Human One coming on a cloud with 
power and great splendor. Now when these things begin 

to happen, stand up straight and raise your heads, because 
your redemption is near.” - Luke 21:27-28

Scriptures like this have a habit of catching us 
off guard. They’re apocalyptic, meaning they are 
describing something at the end, and yet at the 
same time they are present, meaning they are 
describing something happening right now. This 
kind of scripture especially strikes us as odd during 
Advent. 

By this time in the season we have already jumped to 
thinking about the manger scene—that beautiful and 
sentimental moment that many of us display with 
small or large figurines in our homes. The wise men 
and shepherds, even the animals are all gathered 
around with their eyes on baby Jesus (Speaking of 
Christmas Misconceptions, this scene is certainly 
one—the characters arrive at different times and 
what we think of as a manger likely looked more like 
a cave.).

But, more than a baby comes to us at Christmas. The 
kingdom of God is being born also—and, not through 
Mary’s womb, but through each and every one of us. 
Advent and Christmas are not mere remembrances 
of something that happened in the past, they are 
hope-filled and expectant celebrations of something 
that is unfolding right before our eyes—something in 
which we all get to participate.

The Human One is coming, and so is God’s kingdom. 
This is the mystery and truth of Advent. 

And so, scriptures like we read today shouldn’t strike 
us as odd at all. They should remind us that we have 
work to do—work of hope, peace, joy, and love in the 
world—work that transforms hearts, minds, and the 
world around us—work that we don’t sit back and 
watch, but work that we roll up our sleeves and do 
together. 

Prayer: Holy One, As we continue to wait this week, 
may our waiting not be idle, but instead be active, 
as we play the part you have for us in birthing your 
kingdom. Amen. 

Monday, December 17 | By Rachel Moraw

When I think of Christmas and Jesus, I immediately 
begin to picture a manger, with a baby wrapped in 
cloth. The celebration of Christmas focuses on the 
birth of Jesus, so it’s only natural to focus on the 

baby.

In the film Talladega Nights, racecar driver Ricky 
Bobby says a prayer before his family begins to eat 
a meal. He prays for each person around the table 
each time starting with “Dear Lord Baby Jesus.” It’s 
hard not to giggle as he goes on and on. Finally, his 
wife chimes in…

Carley: Hey, you know, sweetie, Jesus did grow up. You 
don’t always have to call him “baby.” It’s a bit odd and 
off-putting to pray to a baby.

Ricky: Well, I like the Christmas Jesus best and I’m 
saying grace. When you say grace you can say it to 
grownup Jesus, or teenage Jesus, or bearded Jesus or 
whoever you want.

The scene is comical as different people around the 
table state how they like to picture Jesus. And, if you 
gathered Arborlawn together to ask how they picture 
Jesus, we would all probably say different things too. 

While I wouldn’t personally suggest praying to baby 
Jesus, I do think it’s ok for us to imagine Jesus a little 
differently. Some of us may identify Jesus as healer, 
others may focus on his humility, and yet others may 
focus on his redeeming love. 

Ultimately, Jesus did grow up and probably grew 
a beard. He was God on earth, giving us a living 
example of how to treat humankind. 

The one who claims to remain in him ought to live in the 
same way as he lived. - 1 John 2:6

I am thankful that God sent Jesus to us as a baby. 
But, I’m equally thankful Jesus continued to grow 
and lived as an example for us to follow so that 
people may look at the way we live and come to 
know God.

Prayer: Dear [Insert your favorite name for God], 
Thank you for sending Jesus. Thank you for giving 
us an example to follow. When we struggle to see 
how or why, we can turn to the Gospels and be 
encouraged by Jesus’ words. May we be a living 
sacrifice, that the world may come to know the 
person baby Jesus became. Amen.

Tuesday, December 18 |  
By Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation. 
The old has passed away, and the new has come.”  

- 2 Corinthians 5:17

I love baby goats. In fact, I love all baby animals, but 
goats in particular. Baby goats have this zest for 
life; it’s as if when they are born, they can’t help but 
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celebrate by jumping around and being social. 

We have members here at Arborlawn who raise 
goats, and I love keeping up with the births, which 
happen almost year-round. Seeing the pictures and 
hearing the stories of how a baby is born, and a year 
later or so, they have a baby goat. The circle of life 
continues, and it is glorious. 

Baby goats are also a reminder of new birth 
happening all around us. God’s kingdom is being 
born all around us. All we have to do is open our eyes 
and participate. In what ways are you being reborn in 
Christ? Every day, you have the opportunity to grow 
in grace, shedding off the old, and being born anew. 

Prayer: Jesus, I give you thanks for your birth, and for 
the opportunity to be born anew every day. Help me 
to grow in grace and walk in your footsteps of love, 
mercy, justice, and compassion. Amen.

Wednesday, December 19 | By Abby Johnson
Train children in the way they should go; when they grow 

old, they won’t depart from it. 
-Proverbs 22:6

My kid just recently turned 5. I’m not going to lie, it’s 
hard being a parent. It’s also incredibly beautiful and 
such an amazing gift, but I get overwhelmed about 
how hard some of the every day moments can be. 
And, oh the worry! So much worry. Every day. About 
his future, about his actions, about so many things. 

Between the two of us, he comes first in all things. 
So much of my life has become all about my little 
T-man. It’s incredible, beautiful, fulfilling in so 
many ways. But, I can’t deny the loneliness or my 
exhaustion either. He’s strong-willed, a powerful 
negotiator, super bossy britches, pretty dang 
sharp, and the best snuggler on the planet. He’s 
empathetic and kind, until you steal his toy and he 
hits you with it, because he doesn’t fully have control 
of his impulses. We stay vigilant on the work that 
shapes his behavior in a positive manor, while trying 
so hard not to tamp down his beautiful spirit.  

I currently have 3 wishes for my kid. 1. Be Kind. 2. 
Work Hard. 3. Have Faith. 

Everything else falls behind those 3 things for me. 
This is my job right now. It’s my season.  

Being a parent is less about the child and more 
about the work it takes to raise the child into 
adulthood. It’s about growth. I get to be an integral 
part of shaping this small being into one that can 
one day take care of himself and his family. This is 
important work. He won’t stay this small forever. He 
shouldn’t live with me forever. What are the things 
I want him to know? To learn? To become? How do 
I put the right people in his life to help me pull this 
off?

In my Sunday School class we talk about Proverbs 
22:6 a lot. It was one of the very first verses we talked 
about when the class started and it continues to float 
to the surface through each and every lesson and 
series that we get into. 

Our babies grow up. They learn. They change. They 
figure the world out in their own way. They need 
people in their lives to help shape them and guide 
them through discovering people and this world in 
which we live. I get to help my little T-man discover 
the love of Jesus. Who was once a baby. Who had 
his own “village” to help guide and mold him. Who 
grew into a man that taught us all so many things, 
including that he was willing to lay down his life for 
us. 

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for sending us your son, 
who grew from baby to adult under the watchful eye 
of parents and the community. Give us strength to 
participate in the growth of the children in our lives. 
Help us to guide them in ways that honor you. Amen.

Thursday, December 20 | By Michael Proctor
When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and 

know that summer is near. In the same way, when you see 
these things happening, you know that God’s kingdom is 

near. - Luke 21:30-31

My favorite time of year is summertime. There’s a 
song called, “Thank God for the Summertime” by Ben 
Rector and that is exactly how I feel. It is absolutely 
“the most wonderful time of the year.” On the flip 
side, the winter is probably my least favorite time. The 
cold is the worst and summer could not feel further 
away; however, this scripture brings warmth to my 
heart. The Kingdom of God seems so near as we start 
the season with the Nativity Pageant, move to the 
Festival of Advent, Cocoa and Carols, and so many 
more wonderful events geared towards seeking 
the Kingdom of God. The Christmas season can be 
filled with ads and sales, but I would encourage you 
to look a little deeper. We are getting so close to 
Christmas as we celebrate the birth of our Savior. 
As we long for Christmas, seek out glimpses of the 
Kingdom of God OR be a glimpse of the Kingdom 
for somebody else. And, even more so share these 
glimpses with others!

Prayer: Heavenly Father, would you open my eyes 
to see and ears to hear You this Christmas season. 
Would your Kingdom be present in my life like spring 
sprouting leaves, and create in me a new creation for 
Your world. Amen. 
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Friday, December 21 | By Michael Plantz
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as 
they had been told. - Luke 2:20

I’m not ashamed to admit it! I am one of those 
people who keeps their Christmas decorations up 
well into the New Year. It has nothing to do with 
waiting until Epiphany or anything so “spiritual.” 
The bottom line is that with all of the busy-ness of 
December, I don’t have time to really sit back and 
enjoy Christmas. 

For me, Christmas begins on Christmas morning 
as I board a plane to Ohio to be with family. Yes, 
there are preparations done, concerts attended, 
music sung, LOTS of music sung, parties attended, 
and shopping that are all done before, but that 
“Christmas feeling” doesn’t hit me until I am on my 
way home. It is not that I don’t enjoy the music, 
concerts, or parties, it is just that Christmas morning 
is when I can relax and enjoy the season. Maybe 
there is really something to the 12 days of Christmas. 
Does it take us that long to let the importance and 
impact of Christmas Day sink in? 

Take the time this year to allow Christmas to reveal 
its importance you. You do it however fits you best; 
but for me, I’ll be sitting by my Christmas tree in 
January. Then, hopefully, we can “return, glorifying 
God for all the things we have heard and seen,” and 
allow the Christ of Christmas to be with us all year 
long. 

Larnelle Harris wrote a song that speaks to this. 
All year long, we must worship day by day. 
All year long, ‘tis the season to obey. 
May the Christmas tree lights and the sleigh ride at night 
Remind us all to stay in God’s presence all year long.

Prayer: Indeed, O God, “Remind us all to stay in God’s 
presence all year long.” Amen.

Saturday, December 22 | Family Devotional 
By Kim Cordell

Misconception: It’s Only About the Baby

Truth: Just as Jesus is born on Christmas, so is 
God’s Kingdom.

As Christmas is fast approaching, we 
immediately jump to the birth of Jesus. But 
what about all of the animals and other 
people that played a part in the Christmas 
story? Scripture doesn’t say specifically, but in 
traditional pageants and nativity scenes we 
see Mary riding into Bethlehem on a donkey. 
Can you imagine the mother of Jesus having 
to walk 80 miles on foot that far advanced in 
pregnancy? What about the sheep lowing in 
the field, and the stable that was probably 
full of animals? The 3 Wisemen following the 
bright star and the shepherds and angels are 
all important parts of this great story. God 
chose this very place for the Messiah to be born, 
surrounded by the animals and people that God 
created.

Today, take some time to get out of the house. 
Go on a hike, go to the zoo, lay down outside 
and look up at the stars. Look around at all of 
the things that God created.



Family Advent Worship 
Sunday, December 23, 2018 

8:45 and 11:00 am
 

 Welcome           Chris Mesa

 Prelude                     Joel Raney  
“God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” 

Karen Gossett & Jerry Westenkuehler, piano

 Choral Introit              FRENCH CAROL
“Sing We Now of Christmas”

 Call to Worship                                                    Ethan Gregory (8:45); Hudson Harford (11:00)

Was it in a home or a hotel on that night with the twelve, when bread was broken and wine was poured 
out?

“Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”

Was it in a home or a hotel on that day when a Samaritan, of all people, proclaimed the good news 
through his actions?

“Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.”

Was it in a home or a hotel on that night that Christ was born, when Mary and Joseph and Jesus were 
turned away?

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son, and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.”

* Processional Carol, No. 246                        ANTIOCH
“Joy to the World”

 Lighting the Advent Candle                                                  Verne Fuqua (8:45); Jackson Samuels (11:00)

This is a season of light—a season of truth. And yet, mysteries and misconceptions abound. Our eyes are 
picturing an inn where we should see a home. What’s coming was turned away, but that will not stop it. 
And, in these final moments, if we continue to wait well, minds can be changed, hearts can open up, and 
the world can be transformed, because this is what Advent is about.

We light a candle this day as a symbol of love—love that we can touch—love that we are called to share—
love that will never go away—because this is what Advent is about.

This morning the Advent Candle is lit by the Ben Feemster New Testament Sunday School Class (8:45); 
and the Because, Jesus Sunday School class (11:00).

 Organ Interlude

 The Sacrament of Baptism               Nick Scott (8:45)

Maximus Cass Heinrichs, 
Son of Garrett and Kathy Heinrichs

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include Maximus now before you in your 
care?

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. We will 
surround Maximus with a community of love and forgiveness, that he may grow in his trust of God 
and be found faithful in his service to others. We will pray for Maximus, that he may be a true disciple 
who walks in the way that leads to life.

 Gospel Lesson, Luke 22:10-11                                                      Rebecca Freer (8:45); Grace Niedecken (11:00) 

“Listen,” he said to them, “when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him 
into the house he enters and say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where is the guest room, where 
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I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”’

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Petitions of the Church                                                         Ethan Gregory (8:45); Charlotte Woods (11:00)

 Call to Prayer              ST. LOUIS
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

 The Morning Prayer

 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

* Carol, No. 217       AWAY IN A MANGER
“Away in a Manger”

 The Morning Offering                                                           Joy Dister-Dominguez (8:45); Luke Gravley (11:00)

 Responding with Our Gifts     

 Offertory             Cathy Moklebust
“Away in a Manger” 

Arborlawn Handbell Quartet

  Dedication of Tithes and Offerings                     GLORIA
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

 Christmas Misconceptions             Arborlawn Children’s Ministry 

 Anthem                  John Rutter
“How Great Our Joy!”

While by the sheep we watched at night, glad tidings brought an angel bright. How great our joy! Praise we the Lord in heav’n on 
high! There shall be born, so he did say, in Bethlehem a child today. How great our joy! Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high. There 
shall the Child lie in a stall, this Child who shall redeem us all. How great our joy! Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! This gift of God 
we’ll cherish well, that ever joy our hearts shall fill. How great our joy! Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

 Gospel Lesson, Luke 10:33-34                                                          Rebecca Freer (8:45); Laney Morgan (11:00) 

“But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him 
and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him.”

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Gospel Lesson, Luke 2:1-7                                                                      Chris Mesa (8:45); Ella Chumchal (11:00) 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 Sermon (8:45) | Children’s Sermon (11:00)           Chris Mesa 
“The Innkeeper”
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* Carol, No. 220                  REGENT SQUARE
“Angels from the Realms of Glory”

 Reception of New Members
We rejoice to recognize you as a member of Christ’s Holy Church and bid you welcome to Arborlawn 
United Methodist Church. With you, we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, and our witness.

DISCIPLES BEAR FRUIT
* Blessing and Sending

* Congregational Benediction            GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

Go, tell it on the mountain,  
Over the hills and everywhere; 
Go, tell it on the mountain,  
That Jesus Christ is born.

 Postlude                                                                    Anna Laura Page
“I Saw Three Ships”

*All who are able, please stand.  
Congregational response in bold.

FIRST FRUIT OF DISCIPLESHIP
CONNECTION

The innkeeper. In our minds we always picture this person as an ancient hotel manager, as if all the rooms 
in Bethlehem had been booked on that first Christmas night. But, as we have learned in worship today, the 
“inn” was most likely a guest room, and not just anyone’s guest room, the guest room of one of Joseph and 
Mary’s relatives. The holy family was turned away by their own family, people with whom “real relationships” 
were broken. At Arborlawn we call the act of gathering for real relationships the fruit of Connection. Bear 
the fruit of Connection in a practical way this week by considering who you need to make peace with in 
your life. It may be that, just like Joseph and Mary, they are on their way to your house this Christmas. Find 
a way to reach out to this person, to re-Connect so that instead of turning them away from your own guest 
room, you might welcome them back into your life and your home joyfully.
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FIRST FRUIT OF  
DISCIPLESHIP 
CONNECTION

The innkeeper. In our minds we always picture 
this person as an ancient hotel manager, as if 
all the rooms in Bethlehem had been booked 
on that first Christmas night. But, as we have 
learned in worship today, the “inn” was most 
likely a guest room, and not just anyone’s guest 
room, the guest room of one of Joseph and 
Mary’s relatives. The holy family was turned away 
by their own family, people with whom “real 
relationships” were broken. At Arborlawn we call 
the act of gathering for real relationships the 
fruit of Connection. Bear the fruit of Connection 
in a practical way this week by considering who 
you need to make peace with in your life. It may 
be that, just like Joseph and Mary, they are on 
their way to your house this Christmas. Find a 
way to reach out to this person, to re-Connect 
so that instead of turning them away from your 
own guest room, you might welcome them 
back into your life and your home joyfully.

Eleven 11 Worship
December 23 | 11:11 am | Worship Center

NOTES:
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DAILY DEVOTIONALS
DECEMBER 23 - 24

Sunday, December 23 | By Rev. Nick Scott
In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone 

throughout the empire should be enrolled in the tax lists. 
This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed 
Syria. Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. 

Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and family line, 
he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s 
city, called Bethlehem, in Judea. He went to be enrolled 

together with Mary, who was promised to him in marriage 
and who was pregnant. While they were there, the time 

came for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to her 
firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 

guestroom. - Luke 2:1-7

There is a rather eccentric Englishman named Steve 
Edge. He is always, as he says, “dressed for a party.” 
As a child he and his immediate family were quite 
poor, but he had a rich aunt. The aunt had cases of 
beautiful, expensive glass and china in her home. 
Steve asked one day when she used all this stuff and 
she replied, “On special occasions.” She died a week 
later and never used any of it. Steve decided then, 
at the age of 9, that he would wear his Sunday best 
every day after that. And so, he did and still does. He 
wanted to use what he had when he could.

There was probably no innkeeper in this story from 
Luke, but perhaps there was a relative who sent 
them to the barn. Perhaps all the space in their 
home was taken, and this was a generous gesture 
that exceeded reasonable expectations of hospitality. 
But, perhaps there was still some space inside they 
didn’t want to use. Some space they were holding 
back.

I wonder if there is anything this Christmas that 
we are holding back? What are we not offering up 
because we have made plans to use it later? Let’s 
not hold anything back, but instead use our best this 
Christmas. Let’s love with our whole hearts today. 
Let’s offer the most important spaces of our homes 
and our lives to Jesus and those Jesus calls us to 
love. Let’s experience the joy we are offered now by 
offering all we have now.

Prayer: Emmanuel, when you come knocking, let me 
swing my door wide open so that you might take up 
residence with me! Let nothing you have given me 
remain unused. Amen 

Monday, December 24 |  
By Jackson Christenberry

Joy to the world, the Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And Heaven and nature sing 
And Heaven and nature sing 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing

I hope and pray you someday get to experience 
what it is like when my wife knows its your birthday. 
Birthdays are a REALLY big deal in my family because 
of her. When she knows it is your birthday, or even 
just if your birthday is coming up, she can barely 
hide her excitement. I imagine it is very similar to 
what would happen if you gave a squirrel a sip of an 
energy drink. She is ecstatic. She is thrilled for the 
opportunity to show you how much she cares for you 
and how much the world around you does as well. 
Joy just overflows from her soul and it is contagious. 
You just can’t help but get excited yourself.

If you can think back to the first devotional I shared 
with you all at the beginning of our Advent season, 
I challenged you all to reflect on your own human 
brokenness so that together we might gain a greater 
awareness of the depth of God’s great love for us. 
That in and of itself can be a very depressing practice. 
It is not fun to think about how broken we are and 
the ways in which that manifests itself in our lives. 
So I want to do something different today, especially 
seeing as tonight is the night that our savior is born. 

I simply want to invite you to celebrate.

To receive the grace that was so lovingly given to you 
on this night so many years ago, and allow the joy of 
that truth to fill your spirit. Allow it to overflow into 
wherever you may find yourself tonight. Know that 
you are loved by God and by your church family, and 
come help us celebrate tonight at our Christmas Eve 
services the One who brings us all together. The one 
who loves us and is even more joyful than my wife.

Prayer: God of joy, Help me to celebrate your birth 
this night! Amen.
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